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SUEZ: GENUINE ANO SHAM 
POINTS OF PROGRESS 


By Roy Sherwood 

AT this stage it is of some importance to recognise the dif¬ 
ference between what is genuine and what is more or less 
sham in the progress made at New York as a result of the 
Suez Canal discussions in the Security Council. 

The sham element, as often happeas in such cases is the more 
showy of the two. 

Here, it consists in the unanimous vote for six principles laid 
down by common agreement in direct negotiations between the 
contending parties—Mr. Selwyn Lloyd and M. Pineau on one side 
and M. Fawzi, the Egyptian Foreign Agairs Minister on the other. 

Read by themselves, the six “ principles ” seem so satisfactory 
that there should be no further trouble. 

The two sides agree that transit through the Canal shall 
be open and without discrimination 
of either political or technical kind ; that 
Egypt’s sovereignty is acknowledged ; that the 
operation of the Canal shall be insulated from 
the politics of any country ; that tolls and 
charges are to be determined by agreement 
between Egypt and the Canal Users ; that a 
fair proportion of the dues is to be allotted 
to development; and that disputes are to be 
settled by arbitration with suitable reference 
and suitable provisions for the payment of 
sums found to be due. 

So far, excellent. But it is only like the 
front row of the apples on the barrow-boy’s 
stall. 

For Mr. Selwyn Lloyd submitted an adden¬ 
dum to these points, which was voted against 
by Russia and Yugoslavia ; and as this amounts 
in effect to a plain re-assertion of the London 
Conference proposals to which Russia had 
already objected at the time, and on the basis 
of which President Nasser had refused to 
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Danger from “massive retaliation 
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T he night-long battle provoked last week by Israeli forces against the Jordanian 

- _ _ _ 


police post at Qilqilya took place on the direct order of David Ben Gurion, Israel’s 
Prime Minister. 


The leaders of these Israeli parties, Kesse 
This was the second time within three weeks that Israeli and Barkat of Mapai, Yigal Aal^ and Elizier 
forces have engaged in massive retaliaiions against Jordan. On 
September 24, the police outpost at Husan was blown up. 


say. 


Qilqilya is the nearest frontier point in Jordan from the Mediter 
ranean which I visited only two months ago. 


They were not as gravely disturbed by the 
prospects of the Iraqi-British intervention as 
they were by the prospects of a hostile Asian 

A week after the Husan incident, acting on information supplied reaction, 
to me by sources close to President Nasser and the Jordanian Govern¬ 
ment, I told the leaders of Mapai, Mapam and Achdut Havodah, the 
three principal parties in the Ben Gurion Coalition, as well as the 
Speaker of the Israeli Parliament, that any further retaliatory raids on 
Jordanian territory would bring the Iraqi forces into Jordan, and would 
also raise the prospect of the British intervention in the Israeli-Jordan 
border hostilities. 


But Ben Gurion, the arch apostle of massive 
retaliation seems to have sacrificed Asian 
public opinion in favour of aggressive 


I also told these Zionist leaders that the continued recurrence of the 
massive retaliatory actions by Israel would on the one hand make impos¬ 
sible a rapproachment between the left-wing Arab nationalists and the 
left-wing Israeli Zionists, and on the other alienate public opinion in Asia. 


His irrational actions have damaged not only 
the moral reputation of Israel but have also 
doomed to failure former Israeli Foreign 
Minister Sharrett’s Goodwill Mission to Asia. 


THE 


Montgomery's speech 

WAR OF 


1963 


By Emrys Hughes, MP 

PJELD MARSHAL LORD MONTGOMERY has been discussing the pos- 
sibilites of the next war again. This time he assumes that it will take place 
in 1963 and he looks back at it from 1969. 

Where Lord Montgomery is likely to be live-—the defeat and overthrow of World Lom- 
doing this we can only guess. It will hardly munism We are to be prepared to save Ae 
be from the Hall where the Royal United world from World Communism by preparing 
Services usually holds its meetings for neither fo make it a world communal graveyard, 
that nor London will be there. For that is what Montgomery C 9 ntemplates 


Perhaps it will be from Cork or Tipperary ‘t may become even if the West wins and the 
^ ~ ^ forces of World Communism are defeated. 


or it may be St. Helena or the Seychelles. The i^ommunism are aeieaieu 

live, of millions of human beinas will depend. _The, military reporter of the_ _Manchester 


Egypt’s dilemma 

It is evident now that with the Husan and 
Qilqilya incidents in recent history, Sharett, 
who for the last one month has been travelling 
in Asia will find it extremely difficult to 
convince Prime Minister Nehru, whom he is 
due to see about October 25 in New Delhi, of 
the peaceful intentions of Israel. 

Another direct result of these retaliatory 
raids w^ill be that those advisers of Presi¬ 
dent Nasser who have in the last two months 
been urging the Egyptian dictator to 
reach a settlement with Israel will fall from 
grace. 

Egypt can not fight on two fronts—on the 
Western front against the West, and on the 
Eastern front against Israel. She cannot 
keep the Suez Zone fortified and at the same 
time keep a watch over her frontiers or help 
Jordan. 

This is clearly shown by the fact that in the 
first week of August, when the West threatened 
military action against Egypt, Nasser pulled 
out a large part of his forces from the Gaza 

















THE 


ference between what is genuine and what is more or less 
sham in the progress made at New York as a result of the 
Suez Canal discussions in the Security Council. 

The .sham element, as often happens in such cases is the more 
showy of the two. 

Here it consists in the unanimous vote for six principles laid 
down bv’ common agreement in direct negotiations between the 
contending parties—Mr. Selwyn Lloyd and M Pineau on one s^ide 
and M. Fawzi, the Egyptian Foreign Agairs Minister on the other. 

Read by themselves, the six “principles” seem so satisfactory 
that there should be no further trouble. 

The two sides agree that transit through the Canal shall 
be open and without discrimination 
of either political or technical kind ; that 
Egypt’s sovereignty is acknowledged ; that the 
operation of the Canal shall be insulated from 
the politics of any country ; that tolls and 
charges are to be determined by agreement 
between Egypt and the Canal Users , that a 
fair proportion of the dues is to be allotted 
to development; and that disputes are to be 
settled by arbitration with suitable reference 
and suitable provisions for the payment of 
sums found to be due. 

So far, excellent. But it is only like the 
front row of the apples on the barrow-boy’s 
stall. 

For Mr. Selwyn Lloyd submitted an adden¬ 
dum to these points, which was voted against 
by Russia and Yugoslavia ; and as this amounts 
in effect to a plain re-assertion of the London 
Conference proposals to which Russia had 
already objected at the time, and on the basis 
of which President Nasser had refused to 
negotiate with the committee sent to Cairo, 
no one was surprised at the adverse vote by 
Russia and Yugoslavia. 

Pious ffeneralisations 

As matters stand at the moment, Egypt has 
been called upon to submit proposals of her 
own for the practical execution of the six 
agreed “ principles,” and these proposals 
“must be,” in Mr. Selwyn Lloyd’s words, 

“as effective as those of the 18 powers which 
adopted them at the end of the London Con¬ 
ference.” 

Up to date, therefore, the area of agree¬ 
ment is nothing more than a number of 
pious generalisations, in spite of two real 
concessions by Egypt. 

These were the acceptance of the resolution 
(without Mr. Selwyn Lloyd’s addendum) al¬ 
though he considered the wording of the pro¬ 
vision dealing with the insulation of the 
operation of the Canal from politics “unfor¬ 
tunate and misleading,” and might have argued 
about this at considerable length ; and accept¬ 
ance of the fact that Canal dues be paid to 
the Canal Users’ Association pending a final 
settlement. 

Almost up to the last minute it had been 
assumed that France and Britain would waive 
their demand for some form of international 
authority, and the resolution itself is supposed 
to have been only reluctantly agreed to in its 
final wording by the Americans, who wanted 
a more conciliatory text. 

Force of ivorld opinion 

Actually then France and Britain do not 
appear to have moved forward a single step 


ranean which I visited only two months ago. 

A week after the Husan incident, acting on information ^pplied 


to me by sources close to President Nasser and the Jordanian 
ment, I told the leaders of Mapai, Mapam and Achdut Havodah, the 
three principal parties in the Ben Gurion Coalition, as well as the 
Speaker of the Israeli Parliament, that any further retaliatory raids on 
Jordanian territory would bring the Iraqi forces into Jordan, and would 
also raise the prospect of the British intervention in the Israeli-Jordan 
border hostilities. 


I also told these Zionist leaders that the continued recurrence of the 
massive retaliatory actions by Israel would on the one hand make 
sible a rapproachment between the left-wing Arab nationalists and the 


siDie a rappiuaciiiiiciiL --“ a • 

left-wing Israeli Zionists, and on the other alienate public opinion in Asia. 


Montgomery*s speech 

WAR OF 


1963 


By Emrys Hughes, MP 

Ih’IELD marshal lord MONTGOMERY has been discussing the 

sibilites of the next war again. This time he assumes that it will take place 
in 1963 and he looks back at it from 1969. 


Where Lord Montgomery is likely to be 
doing this we can only guess. It will hardly 
be from the Hall where the Royal United 
Services usually holds its meetings for neither 
that nor London will be there. 

Perhaps it will be from Cork or Tipperary 
or it may be St. Helena or the Seychelles. The 
lives of millions of human beings will depend, 
so an American meteorologist and expert on 
atomic dust has told us on which way the wind 
is blowing when the hydrogen bombs are 
dropped. 

But the odds arc that we can count London 
out and most of the other big world’s capitals 
as well. 


The military 
Guardian tells us 


WHO WILL BEGIN? 

But Lord Montgomery assumes that the West 
has won the war. Why ? 

Because it has attacked first! There is no 
nonsense here that Britain will never use the 
H-bomb unless against an aggressor. 
Montgomery leaves this sort of pious pro¬ 
nouncement to the British Prime Minister and 
front bench politicians of whom he has a very 
poor opinion. 

Answering questions Lord Montgomery said 
that Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers in 
Europe, with full political agreement were 
basing their plans on the fact that if their 
countries were attacked they would use nuclear 
weapons in their defence. 

“ The only proviso is that we have to ask 
the politicians first,” said the Field Marshal. 

^That might be difficult, of course. Per¬ 
sonally, I would use them first and ask after¬ 
wards.” 

That shows the deep faith that he has in 
Democracy! We know that in the historic 
battle of North Africa between Rommel and 
Montgomery that Democracy won, but what 
kind of Democracy? 


Eve—the defeat and overthrow of World Com¬ 
munism. We are to be prepared to save the 
world from World Communism by preparing 
to make it a world communal graveyard. 

For that is what Montgomery contemplates 
it may become even if the West wins and the 
forces of World Communism are defeated. 

reporter of the Manchester 
js : “ In the Field Marshal’s 
imaginary war the fighting stopped in about 
thirty days after the beginning of the war with 
chaos and destruction on both sides. 

“The West had first to reconstruct its own 
society and therefore could not afffford to 
occupy the territory of the East.” 

A few years ago Collier’s Weekly came out 
with a sensational number describing a future 
war with Russia, with contributions from all 
kinds of different military and foreign policy 
experts. 

In this supplement the key centres of 
military oroduction in the Ural mountains 
were to be captured by Western paratroopers, 
and the USSR taken over by an Allied puppet 
government. 


REVISED VERSION 

Montgomery’s revised 


in 


1956 


WHO'LL BE AT THE INQUEST? 


__^_^ „ _ version 

doesn’t think this is possible. 

It will not be practicable to occupy the East 
which will be left presumably to start Com¬ 
munism all over again while there will be a 
defensive belt between. 

But the struggle between East and West was 
“ a struggle for the hearts and minds of men.” 
In the nuclear war of 1963 their bodies will 
disappear and they will not matter much. 

Then the West is to turn to the work of re¬ 
construction accomplished “ by the use of 
nuclear power ” which would mean large 
scale State planning which would be really very 
much like Communism in the West after all. 

When it conies to political thinking what 
a muddled mind Montgomery has ! 

Why a World War to destroy World Com¬ 
munism when, even if you win, any Western 


they were by the prospects of a hostile Asian 
reaction. 

But Ben Gurion, the arch apostle of massive 
retaliation seems to have sacrificed Asian 
public opinion in favour of aggressive 
Zionism. 

His irrational actions have damaged not only 
the moral reputation of Israel but have also 
doomed to failure former Israeli Foreign 
Minister Sharrett’s Goodwill Mission to Asia. 

Egypt’s dilemma 

It is evident now that with the Husan and 
Qilqilya incidents in recent history, vSharett, 
who for the last one month has been travelling 
in Asia will find it extremely difficult to 
convince Prime Minister Nehru, whom he is 
due to see about October 25 in New Delhi, of 
the peaceful intentions of Israel. 

Another direct result of these retaliatory 
raids will be that those advisers of Presi¬ 
dent Nasser who have in the last two months 
been urging the Egyptian dictator to 
reach a settlement with Israel will fall from 
grace. 

Egypt can not fight on two fronts—on the 
Western front against the West, and on the 
Eastern front against Israel. She cannot 
keep the Suez Zone fortified and at the same 
time keep a watch over her frontiers or help 
Jordan. 

This is clearly shown by the fact that in the 
first week of August, when the West threatened 
military action against Egypt, Nasser pulled 
out a large part of his forces from the Gaza 
strip to fortify the Canal Zone. 

Cairo Radio, in its Hebrew Services, even 
took the unusual step of commending Israel 
for its hands off policy over the Suez dispute. 

Neutral observers then believed that such 
actions would result in the creation of a peace¬ 
ful atmosphere between the two countries, 
making a settlement on the Palestinian dispute 
possible. 

Students of Arab politics know it well that 
it has been inside Egypt, of all the Arab States, 
that the anti-Israeli propaganda has been at its 
minimum. 

Peactt gestures snubbed 

Last June Egypt marked two occasions with 
great pomp and show—the evacuation of the 
British troops, and the referendum on the new 
Egyptian Constitution—and on neither of these 
occasions did Nasser utter any strong words 
against Israel. 

I did not come across a single slogan in 
Cairo that was directed against Israel : most 
of the slogans referred to the domestic prob¬ 
lems of Egypt, Arab Unity, and economic and 
social developments. 

It was hoped that Israel would match these 
actions by some other peace gestures. Now 
it is clear that Israel instead of welcoming 
this atmosphere warmly has cold-shouldered 
it. No wonder some reappraisal of policy to¬ 
wards Israel is taking place in Cairo. 

I am told on the highest authority that the 
Egyptian desire to reach a settlement with 
the West, on the Suez dispute, partly arises 
from tile fact that the Israeli retaliatory 
raids have reached an unbearable limit, and 
also because of the fact that with the silent 
approval of Israel, Britain has been trying to 








no one was surprised at the adverse vote oy 
Russia and Yugoslavia. 

Pious ffeneralisiitions 

As matters stand at the moment, EgVPt has 
been called upon to submit proposals ot her 
own for the practical execution of the six 
agreed “ principles,” and these proposals 
“must be,” in Mr. Selwyn Lloyds words, 
“as effective as those of the 18 powers winch 
adopted them at the end of the London Con¬ 
ference.” 

Up to date, therefore, the area of agree¬ 
ment is nothing more than a number of 
pious generalisations, in spite of two real 
concessions by Egypt. 

These were the acceptance of the resolution 
(without Mr. Selwyn Lloyd’s addendum) al¬ 
though he considered the wording of the pro¬ 
vision dealing with the insulation of the 
operation of the Canal from politics unfor¬ 
tunate and misleading,” and might have argued 
about this at considerable length ; and accept¬ 
ance of the fact that Canal dues be paid to 
the Canal Users’ Association pending a hnal 

settlement. ^ i 

Almost up to the last minute it had been 
assumed that France and Britain would waive 
their demand for some form of international 
authority, and the resolution itself is supposed 
to have been only reluctantly agreed to in its 
final wording by the Americans, who wanted 
a more conciliatory text. 

Force of tcorld opinion 

Actually then France and Britain do not 
appear to have moved forward a single step 
in the direction of meeting Egypt, with one 
exception—and it is this that constitutes the 
genuine point of progress; Negotiations are 
to continue, in spite of the voices raised at 
the Llandudno Conservative Party Conference 
that “ if the Security Council does not help 
us, we must still use every means at pur dis¬ 
posal, not excluding the use of force.” 

World opinion has quite obviously forced 
the British and French Governments to dis¬ 
play more patience than Captain Water- 
house and Mr. Julian Amery. 

The new talks, if nothing happens to pre¬ 
vent them, will probably take place at 

Geneva.* . , . 

There is no direct connection between the 
vSuez Canal issue and the border warfare be¬ 
tween Jordan and Israel, but the danger ot 
the one reacting on the other is self-evident. 

fhere is nothing in that part of the world, 
from oil to people’s minds, that is not in¬ 
flammable ; and it would need the wisdom 
of a Solomon to apportion right and wrong 
and to suggest terms for genuinely peaceful 
co-existence between the Israelis and the 
neighbouring Arab countries. 

To me, personally, the new dangers aris¬ 
ing out of these Jordan-Iraq-Israeli compli¬ 
cations simply confirm the urgent need for 
serious study of all Middle-East and Arab 
problems. The whole world’s escape from 
a third world war may depend on that. 

*In the meantime it is to be hoped that Sir 
Anthony Eden’s and Mr. Selwyn Lloyd’s 
quick visit to Paris has not produced a fur¬ 
ther stiffenins in the Anglo-French attitude. 


atomic dust has told us on Wnicn way me wina 
is blowing when the hydrogen bombs are 
dropped. 

But the odds arc that we can count London 
out and most of the other big world’s capitals 
as well. 

WHO WILL BEGIN? 

But Lord Montgomery assumes that the West 
has won the war. Why ? 

Because it has attacked first! There is no 
nonsense here that Britain will never use the 
H-bomb unless against an aggressor. 

Montgomery leaves this sort of pious pro¬ 
nouncement to the British Prime Minister and 
front bench politicians of whom he has a very 
poor opinion. 

Answering questions Lord Montgomery said 
that Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers in 
Europe, with full political agreement were 
basing their plans on the fact that if their 
countries were attacked they would use nuclear 
weapons in their defence. 

“ The only proviso is that we have to ask 
the politicians first,” said the Field Marshal. 

^ J hat might be difficult, of course. Per¬ 
sonally, I would use them first and ask after¬ 
wards.” 

That shows the deep faith that he has in 
Democracy! We know that in the historic 
battle of North Africa between Rommel and 
Montgomery that Democracy won, but what 
kind of Democracy? 

WHO^LL BE AT THE INQUEST? 

A couple of high-ranking officers are 
apparently to be given the power to blow up 
half the world and tell the politicians, if any 
of them survive, afterwards ! 

Only on the assumption that we will be the 
aggressors does Lord Montgomery think the 
West can win. 

But if the East is so infernally wicked why 
should Lord Montgomery assume that they 
will not agree first ? 

In that case, according to Montgomery s 
reasoning the historical inquest on World War 
III of 1963 may not be held by Montgomery or 
any British military historian at all. 

It might well be held in Lhassa in Tibet, or 
in Hankow by Russian and Chinese Marshals 
and military historians, again to bring in the 
theory of the American meteorologist, depend¬ 
ing on the way the wind blows I 
It is surprising how many people there are 
in the West like Montgomery, who assume 
that their opposite numbers in the High Com¬ 
mands of the East don’t have similar ideas 
in their heads too. 

But what is the purpose of Montgomery’s 
speculations ? It is that we must prepare for 
this war that is to come in 1963 now. We must 
prepare our Master Plan to defeat World 
Communism in the great war that is to come 
in seven years time ! 

So the war is really to have a political objec- 

Open letter to Alexander Steward 

An open letter to Alexander Steward, author 
of “ You are wrong. Father Huddleston ”, has 
had to be held over until next week. 


thirty days after the beginning of the war with 
chaos and destruction on both sides. 

“The West had first to reconstruct its own 
society and therefore could not afffford to 
occupy the territory of the East.” 

A few years ago Collier’s Weekly came out 
with a sensational number describing a future 
war with Russia, with contributions from all 
kinds of different military and foreign policy 

experts. , , ^ . 

In this supplement the key centres ot 
military production in the Ural mountains 
were to be captured by Western paratroopers, 
and the USSR taken over by an Allied puppet 
government. 

REVISED VERSION 

Montgomery’s revised version in 1956 
doesn’t think this is possible. 

It will not be practicable to occupy the East 
which will be left presumably to start Com¬ 
munism all over again while there will be a 
defensive belt between. 

But the struggle between East and West was 
“ a struggle for the hearts and minds of men.” 
In the nuclear war of 1963 their bodies will 
disappear and they will not matter much. 

Then the West is to turn to the work of re¬ 
construction accomplished ” by the use of 
nuclear power ” which would mean large 
scale State planning which would be really very 
much like Communism in the West after all. 

When it comes to political thinking what 
a muddled mind Montgomery has ! 

Why a World War to destroy World Com¬ 
munism when, even if you win, any Western 
society that survives would have to resort to 
Communism to save what was left of it. 
And why should Montgomery be so pre¬ 
judiced against World Communism 
or any other Communism ? Surely 
the British Army, which he has served for a 
lifetime is not a private enterprise institution ! 

Is it because the Field Marshal has to find 
some enemy on the horizon if he is to justify 
the enormously expensive organisation of 
NATO with its galaxy of high ranking officers, 
and World Communism is os good a bogey 
that can be found? 

WAR WITHOUT AIMS 

If we are to have a war and prepare for it 
we ought to have some idea what it is about 
and what it will achieve. Lord Montgomery 
doesn’t know. . 

“What are our long term political aims, 
he asked. “ We have none. \^at is the use 
of working for economic integration or of 
building up military strength if the Western 
nations have not first agreed on the political 
association and long term aims.” 

So now we know or don’t know. We are 
to plan for a war which may destroy world 
civilisation without having any ideas of what 
it is to be about or what it will achieve I 
War for war’s sake ! Spend vast sums on a 
colossal expensive military machine and bank¬ 
rupt ourselves in the process and then try to 
discover why we’re doing it! 

But what does Lord Montgomery want us to 
do in the immediate future? 

□ ON PAGE FIVE 


took the unusual step of commendmglsrael 
for its hands off policy over the Suez dispute. 

Neutral observers then believed that such 
actions would result in the creation of a peace¬ 
ful atmosphere between the two countries, 
making a settlement on the Palestinian dispute 
possible. 

Students of Arab politics know it well that 
it has been inside Egypt, of all the Arab States, 
that the anti-Israeli propaganda has been at its 
minimum. 

Peattt gestures snubbed 

Last June Egypt marked two occasions with 
great pomp and show—the evacuation of the 
British troops, and the referendurn on the new 
Egyptian Constitution—and on neither of these 
occasions did Nasser utter any strong words 
against Israel. 

I did not come across a single slogan in 
Cairo that was directed against Israel : most 
of the slogans referred to the domestic prob¬ 
lems of Egypt, Arab Unity, and economic and 
social developments. 

It was hoped that Israel would match these 
actions by some other peace gestures. Now 
it is clear that Israel instead of welcoming 
this atmosphere warmly has cold-shouldered 
it. No wonder some reappraisal of policy to¬ 
wards Israel is taking place in Cairo. 

I am told on the highest authority that the 
Egyptian desire to reach a settlement with 
the West, on the Suez dispute, partly arises 
from the fact that the Israeli retaliatory 
raids have reached an unbearable limit, and 
also because of the fact that with the silent 
approval of Israel, Britain has been trying to 
manipulate anti-Nasser opinion inside 

X ON BACK PAGE 


PPU and The Middle East 

^ irpHE National Council of the Peace Pledge 
Union believes that the Suez crisis is 
only a minor part of the whole problem of 
the Middle East and that it can be solved by 
persistent negotiation on the implementation 
of the six basic principles now accepted by 
both sides. 

“It deplores the continued threat by the 
Prime Minister of the use of force, even in 
the last resort. 

“In regard to the Middle East as a whole, 
the Council asserts that the primary need is 
to concentrate on raising the living standards 
of the peoples there. 

“It urges the British Government to take 
the initiative in an international effort to pro¬ 
vide adequate assistance for this purpose, and 
believes that such a step would relieve the 
Arab-Israel tension and help to create the con¬ 
ditions necessary to a peaceful solution of that 
conflict by negotiation.” 

This statement was drawn up after a de¬ 
tailed survey of the Arab world had been 
given to the Council last weekend by Roy 
Sherwood. 

He concluded his address to the Sunday 
morning session by urging that members should 
“ use every personal and organisational means 
in their power to oppose the Anglo-French 
effort to dispose of the Suez Canal issue in 
any other way than by patient negotiation.” 
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MONTGOMERY LOOKS AHEAD 

J^ORD MONTGOMERY, associated with the Supreme Com¬ 
mand of the NATO forces, is in the best position to see what 
from a military standpoint are the requirements of NATO. 

His contentions are the logical conclusions of military assumptions. ^ 
On the other hand it is clear that the Suez situation has made him 
think again about his recent statement that was quoted in the labour 
Peace Fellowship statement to the Labour Party Conference. 

‘‘If anyone in the world starts aggression we shall give them the 
works from the word go, with atom and hydrogen bombs, and the biggest 
things we’ve got... I wouldn’t mind the consequences.” 

The Egyptian Government has “ started aggression ” according to the 
British Government, and there is no reason to think that the political 
outlook of Lord Montgomery would cause him to disagree with it. 

Nevertheless the kind of consequences that he is proposing to describe 
in his speech would so obviously be out of proportion with the Suez 
aft’air that he has thought it as well to be a trifle more cautious, so that 
this formulation has now become “ The West should make clear that any 
ARMED aggression against free peoples would be met with instant and 
adequate retaliation.” 

★ 'k 

J^IKE his great German precursor, von Clausewitz, Lord Mont¬ 
gomery regards attempts to separate political measures from 
the demands of war preparation as unreal. 

We agree with Lord Montgomery and von Clausewitz on this point 
and we are convinced that the reason why there has been so great a 
convergence on the essentials of all aspects of Labour and Conservative 
policy over the past 30 years is that there has been a common agreement 
on the more important requirements in regard to war preparation. 

Both parties, however, are lagging in facing the logic of the present 
situation, and we do well to join Lord Montgomery in the contemplation 
of the direction in which this points. 

He has no doubt on the subject: he has said before, and he now 
repeats, that the nations of the West should be organised for the direction 
of both military strategy and political policy under a supreme authority. 

This is not to be a world authority. It has nothing to do with the 
United Nations. It is a part-world authority, organised, as Lord Mont¬ 
gomery’s departing colleague. General Gruenther, has put it, to put the 
450,000,000 people of NATO in a position to face the 800,000,000 under 
totalitarian dictatorship. 

The peoples of Poland and Hungary, etc., who are just taking their 
first painful steps towards the shaking off of the highly centralised direc¬ 
tion under which their affairs have been conducted, are to ^ be faced by 
more highly centralised controls in the West in which political direction 
is to be linked with the needs of SHAPE. 

★ ★ 

great problems^ that trouble honest political theorists today 
of how measures of centralised world administration are to 
be reconcile with democracy are thus to be by-passed. 

The matter is to be dealt with on the basis of military necessity in a 
world power struggle. 

The developments towards supra-national centralisation in the West 



lyFANY people (like the British 
IfX Arch bishops) have held that it is 
impossible to achieve a peaceful 
world through the idea of human 
brotherhood (which means that 
brothers may not legitimately kill 
each other for the advancement or 
defence of their own interests), but 
that there was hope of peace to be 
found in the fear of the great “ deter¬ 
rent 

They must feel considerably 
shaken after the events of the last 
two months—particularly in view of 
the proceedings of the Conservative 
Party Conference at Llandudno. 

The single voice raised there 
against what the Economist calls the 
Government’s “ gunboat ” policy was 
heard only with impatience and 
represented the only vote that was 
cast against a resolution that had 
been amended to meet the views of 
Captain Waterhouse and his asso¬ 
ciates. 

It is true that in accepting that 
amendment, the platform made it 
evident that it might not be inter¬ 
preted precisely as its sponsors would 
desire ; nevertheless, the whole Con¬ 
ference, with the exception of Mr. 
William Yates, MP, voted for it as 
providing the nearest they could get 
to a “ gunboat ” declaration. 

The Economist, from whom we 
have borrowed the label “ gunboat 
Tories ”, clearly takes the view that 
however stridently the Government 
may have declaimed about its inten¬ 
tions following the action of the 
Egyptian Government, there was 
never, any possibility that it would 
act with the irresponsibility that its 
words indicated. 


we have become so deterred that we 
shall no longer prepare for the war 
that we know may be our destruction. 

A cynical 
assessment 

TNClDENTALLY, the cynicism of 
^ the Economist’s appraisal of the 
present political situation is worthy 
of consideration. 

It holds that there are three pos¬ 
sible courses for the Conservatives. 

They can take the line of the 
“ gunboat Tories ” and adopt a 
policy that is both different from 
that of Labour and also appears to 
be so. That will ensure a Conserva¬ 
tive defeat. 

They can pursue a policy that is 
really different from Labour policy 

Conservatives 

Non-violence 
and war 

China 

but is made to look as much like it 
as possible. That also will bring 
defeat. 

Or, thirdly, they can follow a 
policy that is really the same as that 
of Labour but which is made to look 
as different as possible. That way 
offers a chance of success. 


something that is felt to be an im¬ 
position. 

“ To go to war with Liverpool, 
even by non-violent means, is still 
to go to war, and seems to me to 
have no place in pacifist 
philosophy.” 

It would seem that in his view, the 
followers of Gandhi, those who par¬ 
ticipated in the South African cam¬ 
paign of non-violent resistance to 
apartheid laws, and possibly even the 
Negroes of Montgomery, Alabama, 
could not be regarded as suitable 
signatories to the PPU pledge. 

We are convinced that this is not 
what Frank Dawtry intended, but 
that he has permitted the violence of 
his reaction to carry him too far. 

It seems to us clear that people 
ought not to acquiesce to injustice 
and oppression. At the same time, 
violence is not a satisfactory solu¬ 
tion. There are also times when 
negotiation is not enough. 

It seems to us that it is essential 
for persons and groups who reject 
war and violence and who hope to 
bring the world also to reject war 
and violence, to offer an alternative 
method of meeting conflict and com¬ 
batting injustice. 

The need for “ a moral equivalent 
of war ” as a means of resisting in¬ 
justice and tyranny has long been 
felt. It remained for Gandhi to 
develop this alternative method. 

When people plan and use non¬ 
violent methods of resisting what 
they consider to be an injustice, we 
consider that it is important news. 

Western pacifists would do well to 
^ve these methods serious con¬ 
sideration. 


Our destruction 

“Y'OU cannot,” says the Econo- 
mist, “ create the image the 
Conservatives need by dreaming 
dreams of conserving imperial great¬ 
ness. You cannot create it in foreign 
policy by saying with the prophet 
Ezekiel: ‘ I am against thee. Pharaoh, 
king of Egypt, the great dragon that 
lieth in the midst of his rivers,’ and 


We do not necessarily accept the 
Economist’s appraisal of chances if 
we say that this description does 
represent the basic fact of the politi¬ 
cal situation today. 

There will only be reality again in 
political disputes if the real problem 
that confronts the modern world is 
brought in: are we or are we not to 
persist in the policies that were fol¬ 
lowed in the pre-atomic era now that 
we have entered the atomic age? 


Cliina^s 

. DULLES has again wounded 
British susceptibilities by a 
reference to British colonialism in 
connection with the Suez dispute, and 
he has been reminded that American 
action in regard to Formosa is 
regarded by Asians as one kind of 
colonialism. 






















gomery regards attempts to separate political measures from 
tlie demands of war preparation as unreal. 

We agree with Lord Montgomery and von Clausewitz on this point 
and we are convinced that the reason why there has been so great a 
convergence on the essentials of all aspects of Labour and Conservative 
policy over the past 30 years is that there has been a common agreement 
on the more important requirements in regard to war preparation. 

Both parties, however, are lagging in facing the logic of the present 
situation, and we do well to join Lord Montgomery in the contemplation 
of the direction in which this points. 

He has no doubt on the subject: he has said before, and he now 
repeats, that the nations of the West should be organised for the direction 
of both military strategy and political policy under a supreme authority. 

This is not to be a world authority. It has nothing to do with the 
United Nations. It is a part-world authority, organised, as Lord Mont¬ 
gomery’s departing colleague. General Gruenther, has put it, to put the 
450,000,000 people of NATO in a position to face the 800,000,000 under 
totalitarian dictatorship. 

The peoples of Poland and Hungary, etc., who are just taking their 
first painful steps towards the shaking off of the highly centralised direc¬ 
tion under which their affairs have been conducted, are to be faced by 
more highly centralised controls in the West in which political direction 
is to be linked with the needs of SHAPE. 


★ ★ 

'^^HE great problems that trouble honest political theorists today 
of how measures of centralised world administration are to 
be reconciled with democracy are thus to be by-passed. 

The matter is to be dealt with on the basis of military necessity in a 
world power struggle. 

The developments towards supra-national centralisation in the West 
will of necessity be emulated—where not already anticipated—by the East. 

We shall have arrived at two world governments in conflict, each 
equipped with the improved and extended spy systems that I^rd Mont¬ 
gomery is urging, and neither of which will be required to have regard to 
the place of the human person in society indicated by such terms as liberty 
and democracy, because the military requirements dictated by the conflict 
will dominate all. 

Something of what will happen when these two great centralised 
combinations get to grips in war Lord Montgomery has described in his 
lecture, although as a strategist he is of course only concerned with the 
^millions of refugees” he contemplates in so far as they slow down 
movement and hamper military plans ; and with the effects of the appalling 
distribution over the world of radio-active fall-out in the extent to which 
it has—he delicately puts it—rendered the human mind less efficient.” 
The merely human aspects are part of the results he “ wouldn’t mind.” 

If, however, instead of entering upon the war of final destruction 
these two highly centralised directing groups came to the conclusion that 
they could eo^exist (as was suggested by Sir Winston Churchill at Aachen 
in May of this year) they would do so on the basis of this militarised 
concentration of power and the ordinary peoples of the world would be 
at the mercy of whatever policies they might decide to dictate. 


It is true that in accepting that 
amendment, the platform made it 
evident that it might not be inter¬ 
preted precisely as its sponsors would 
desire ; nevertheless, the whole Con¬ 
ference, with the exception of Mr. 
William Yates, MP, voted for it as 
providing the nearest they could get 
to a “ gunboat ” declaration. 


Conservatives 






Non-violence 
and 


war 


China 


The Economist, from whom we 
have borrowed the label “ gunboat 
Tories ”, clearly takes the view that 
however stridently the Government 
rnay have declaimed about its inten¬ 
tions following the action of the 
Egyptian Government, there was 
never, any possibility that it would 
act with the irresponsibility that its 
words indicated. 




but is made to look as much like it 
as possible. That also will bring 
defeat. 


Or, thirdly, they can follow a 
policy that is really the same as that 
of Labour but which is made to look 
as different as possible. That way 
offers a chance of success. 


Our destrnelioii 


“ Y'OU cannot,” says the Econo¬ 
mist, “ create the image the 
Conservatives need by dreaming 
dreams of conserving imperial great¬ 
ness. You cannot create it in foreign 
policy by saying with the prophet 
Ezekiel: ‘lam against thee, Pharaoh, 
king of Egypt, the great dragon that 
lieth in the midst of his rivers,’ and 
sending a gunboat—because every¬ 
body knows that you jolly well can¬ 
not.” 


We do not necessarily accept the 
Economist’s appraisal of chances if 
we say that this description does 
represent the basic fact of the politi¬ 
cal situation today. 

There will only be reality again in 
political disputes if the real problem 
that confronts the modern world is 
brought in: are we or are we not to 
persist in the policies that were fol¬ 
lowed in the pre-atomic era now that 
we have entered the atomic age? 


It seems to us that it is essential 
for persons and groups who reject 
war and violence and who hope to 
bring the world also to reject war 
and violence, to offer an alternative 
method of meeting conflict and com¬ 
batting injustice. 

The need for “ a moral equivalent 
of war ” as a means of resisting in¬ 
justice and tyranny has long been 
felt. It remained for Gandhi to 
develop this alternative method. 

When people plan and use non¬ 
violent methods of resisting what 
they consider to be an injustice, we 
consider that it is important news. 

Western pacifists would do well to 
give these methods serious con¬ 
sideration. 


Cliina^s 


lyTR. DULLES has again wounded 
British susceptibilities by a 
reference to British colonialism in 
connection with the Suez dispute, and 
he has been reminded that American 
action in regard to Formosa is 
regarded by Asians as one kind of 
colonialism. 


Alternative to war 


The trouble is that when you begin 
to say you can and your Water- 
houses, Amerys, Currans, Connells 
and the rest begin to clamour that 
you should, and the kind of crowd 
irresponsibility is aroused that was 
manifested at Llandudno, there 
develops a growing temptation to 
take a chance. 


You can, in fact, send the gunboat; 
what you cannot do is to ensure that 
it will not set off the chain reaction, 
political and atomic, that will destroy 
mankind. 


If we are to achieve peace through 
deterrents, we shall know that we 
have attained to that end only when 


Report from the Copperbelt 


XTEAT, dust and uncertainty. That 
■^-““is the picture as 1 write from 
Northern Rhodesia. 

The heat, at this time of year, is 
inevitable. So is the dust. So, lamen¬ 
tably, is the uncertainty. 

What lies behind the Copperbelt 
trouble ? 

A State of Emergency was declared 
over what was purely an industrial 
dispute. 

First, there was the contentious 
issue of the recently “ advanced ” 
rnineworkers (“ boss boys ” and other 
skilled workers) being directed from 
the Mineworkers Union to the 
Salaried Staff Association. Union 
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lost their freedom to the Emergency 
Regulations and were detained be¬ 
hind barbed wire, where they still 
languish more than three weeks after 
their arrests. 

There is no doubt as to the effect 
of the call-out of the Police and 
the Army. 

It inevitably created tension— 
tension which, having hit the African 


For most reasonable people 
realised that the mineworkers’ so- 
called grievance was pure farce. 

So obviously unwise was Nkolo- 
mo’s hasty action that it was even 
condemned to me by Mr. Harry 
Nkumbula, president of the African 
National Congress, of which Nkolo- 
mo is an official. 

But all this does not exonerate the 
Northern Rhodesian Government of 
its mis-handling of a comparatively 
minor industrial dispute. 

That a State of Emergency should 
have been declared at all was shame¬ 
ful. Just how sincere is the Northern 


TIIHERE can, of course, be two 
views about whether it is desir¬ 
able that Wales should seek a 
separate form of self-government. 
For those Welsh who take the view 
that such self-government is desir¬ 
able, however, it is surely not sur¬ 
prising that they dissent from the 
idea that their land should be taken 
and their farms and villages 
destroyed, without consultation, in 
order to meet English needs. 

It is clear that Frank Dawtry, 
whose letter appears on page 7, finds 
the idea of separate self-government 
for Wales unattractive, but he surely 
takes his opposition a little far 
when he equates with war non¬ 
violent activity directed against 


Beyond doubt America is attempt¬ 
ing to intervene in the domestic- 
affairs of China though they would 
never tolerate a Chinese fleet con¬ 
tinually operating off the coast of 
California. 


It is high time that America re¬ 
vised its policy, evacuated the 
Formosa area and ceased to put any 
obstacles in the way of ensuring that 
the de facto Government of China 
is represented at UN instead of 
pretending that China’s seat as a per¬ 
manent member of the Security 
Council can be properly filled by 
representatives sent by Chang Kai- 
shek. 


The difference which would be 
made to the present discussions on 
Suez if China had been properly 
represented at the Security Council 
is obvious. 


From the Editor’s Notebook 


A good campaigner 

HPED RASEY, seventeen-year-old 
delegate who was loudly cheered 
for his intervention in the debate on 
foreign policy at the Labour Party 
Conference, is one of a team who 
have been campaigning in the Salis¬ 
bury area to “ convert the Labour 
Party to pacifism.” 

A large crowd gathered in Salis¬ 
bury Market Place last month to hear 
this group of under-twenties protest 
against the threat of war over Suez. 

“ I would rather spend Christmas 


recently referred to the Quakers of 
Philadelphia who told the Committee 
“ in dignified but emphatic language 
to quit nosing into the right of the 
Quakers to hire any librarian they 
pleased, even if that librarian had 
once been a member of the Com¬ 
munist Party.” 


A quote from the “ emphatic 
language 

“ We regard such inquiries as a 
serious transgression upon the com¬ 
plete division of church and state 
which is one of the important foun- 
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equipped with the improved and extended spy systems that I^rd Mont¬ 
gomery is urging, and neither of which will be required to have regard to 
the place of the human person in society indicated by such terms as liberty 
and democracy, because the military requirements dictated by the conflict 
will dominate all. 

Something of what will happen when these two great centralised 
combinations get to grips in war Lord Montgomery has described in his 
lecture, although as a strategist he is of course only concerned with the 
“millions of refugees” he contemplates in so far as they slow down 
movement and hamper military plans ; and with the effects of the appalling 
distribution over the world of radio-active fall-out in the extent to which 
it has—he delicately puts it—“ rendered the human mind less efficient.” 
The merely human aspects are part of the results he ‘‘ wouldn’t mind.” 

If, however, instead of entering upon the war of flnal destruction 
these two highly centralised directing groups came to the conclusion that 
they could eo-exist (as was suggested by Sir Winston Churchill at Aachen 
in May of this year) they would do so on the basis of this militarised 
concentration of power and the ordinary peoples of the world would be 
at the mercy of whatever policies they might decide to dictate. 


not. 

The trouble is that when you begin 
to say you can and your Water- 
houses, Amerys, Currans, Connells 
and the rest begin to clamour that 
you should, and the kind of crowd 
irresponsibility is aroused that was 
manifested at Llandudno, there 
develops a growing temptation to 
take a chance. 

You can, in fact, send the gunboat; 
what you cannot do is to ensure that 
it will not set off the chain reaction, 
political and atomic, that will destroy 
mankind. 

If we are to achieve peace through 
deterrents, we shall know that we 
have attained to that end only when 


Report from the Copperbelt 


T-TEAT, dust and uncertainty. That 
■^-*"is the picture as 1 write from 
Northern Rhodesia. 

The heat, at this time of year, is 
inevitable. So is the dust. So, lamen¬ 
tably, is the uncertainty. 

What lies behind the Copperbelt 
trouble ? 

A State of Emergency was declared 
over what was purely an industrial 
dispute. 

First, there was the contentious 
issue of the recently “ advanced ” 
mineworkers (“ boss boys ” and other 
skilled workers) being directed from 
the Mineworkers Union to the 
Salaried Staff Association. Union 
leaders were angered by the thought 
of their organisation being weakened 
in numbers. 

Secondly, and it was this that 
actually brought the Emergency into 
force, African miners protested at 
having to wear leggings underground 
and also at being compelled to make 
use of identity discs. 

EMERGENCY DECLARED 

It is interesting to note that no 
official strike was declared by the 
Union. 

And interesting too is the fact that, 
at most mines, workers were willing 
to work—but only on condition that 
leggings would not be worn and 
identity discs discarded. 

It was at this point that the mine 
managements jumped in. 

We forbid you to work under¬ 
ground, they told the workers, unless 
you comply with our orders. 

So it was that over a period of 
nearly two weeks the majority of 
African miners did not attend to their 
jobs underground. 

And it was at the beginning of this 
period that the State of Emergency 
was declared and 42-odd leaders of 
the LInion and the African Congress 
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lost their freedom to the Emergency 
Regulations and were detained be¬ 
hind barbed wire, where they still 
languish more than three weeks after 
their arrests. 

There is no doubt as to the effect 
of the call-out of the Police and 
the Army. 

It inevitably created tension— 
tension which, having hit the African 
rank-and-file, boomeranged back to 
the Europeans. 

Not that there was ever any panic. 
Europeans spoke about it as though 
it were a change in the weather. But 
the tension, for two weeks or so, was 
very marked. 

At the time of writing, three weeks 
after its declaration, the State of 
Emergency on the Copperbelt is still 
effective. 

The number of detainees has 
jumped to 50-odd—and there is no 
sign of their release. 

African meetings, during the 
Emergency, are banned and it was 
when people got together to discuss 
the situation that, on numerous occa¬ 
sions, the police hurled their tear 
bombs and wielded their shillelagh¬ 
like batons. 

The situation is quiet as I write. 
But how long will it remain so ? 
How long can the White settlers in 
this country hold down the upsurge 
of African enlightenment ? 

The miners are back at work. 
Many of them will now be regretting 
their allegiance to their leader and 
prime instigator of the “ leggings and 
disc ” issue, one Mr. Matthew de 
Luxe Nkolomo. 


For most reasonable people 
realised that the mineworkers’ so- 
called grievance was pure farce. 

So obviously unwise was Nkolo- 
mo’s hasty action that it was even 
condemned to me by Mr. Harry 
Nkumbula, president of the African 
National Congress, of which Nkolo¬ 
mo is an official. 

But all this does not exonerate the 
Northern Rhodesian Government of 
its mis-handling of a comparatively 
minor industrial dispute. 

That a State of Emergency should 
have been declared at all was shame¬ 
ful. Just how sincere is the Northern 
Rhodesian Government about its pro¬ 
fessed policy of working for racial 
harmony ? Its action has only harmed 
already strained relations. 

However, this Emergency has not 
been entirely humourless. 

TO AVERT BLOODSHED 

There was the occasion in one 
Copperbelt town when Police and 
Army vehicles turned out to disperse 
a few Africans who were walking in 
procession along a main road. 

When the Africans saw the vehicles 
moving up behind them they wheeled 
—and danced and sang amiably be¬ 
hind the troops as though it were a 
festival and the biggest laugh of the 
year. Which, probably, it was. 

Then, too, there were the few days 
when a ban was operated on news 
cables sent out of the Emergency 
area. 

While most newspapermen were 
tearing their hair, one bright spark 
from the Rand Daily Mail telephoned 
his copy to his paper—and all quite 
lawful it was too. 

Apparently the ban only affected 
cables ! 

^ ON BACK PAGE 


war 


iTTlHERE can, of course, be two 
views about whether it is desir¬ 
able that Wales should seek a 
separate form of self-government. 
For those Welsh who take the view 
that such self-government is desir¬ 
able, however, it is surely not sur¬ 
prising that they dissent from the 
idea that their land should be taken 
and their farms and villages 
destroyed, without consultation, in 
order to meet English needs. 


It is clear that Frank Dawtry, 
whose letter appears on page 7, finds 
the idea of separate self-government 
for Wales unattractive, but he surely 
takes his opposition a little far 
when he equates with war non¬ 
violent activity directed against 
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affairs of China though they would 
never tolerate a Chinese fleet con¬ 
tinually operating off the coast of 

California. 

It is high time that America re¬ 
vised its policy, evacuated the 
Formosa area and ceased to put any 
obstacles in the way of ensuring that 
the de facto Government of China 
is represented at UN instead of 
pretending that China’s seat as a per¬ 
manent member of the Security 

Council can be properly filled by 

representatives sent by Chang Kai- 
shek. 

The difference which would be 
made to the present discussions on 
Suez if China had been properly 
represented at the Security Council 
is obvious. 


From the Editor’s Notebook 


A good campaigner 

rpED RASEY, seventeen-year-old 
delegate who was loudly cheered 
for his intervention in the debate on 
foreign policy at the Labour Party 
Conference, is one of a team who 
have been campaigning in the Salis¬ 
bury area to “ convert the Labour 
Party to pacifism.” 

A large crowd gathered in Salis¬ 
bury Market Place last month to hear 
this group of under-twenties protest 
against the threat of war over Suez. 

“ I would rather spend Christmas 
in prison than in a barracks.” Ted, 
who is about to be called-up, told the 
crowd. “ I refuse to have anything to 
do with the wholesale licensed 
butchery of modern warfare.” 


recently referred to the Quakers of 
Philadelphia who told the Committee 
“ in dignified but emphatic language 
to quit nosing into the right of the 
Quakers to hire any librarian they 
pleased, even if that librarian had 
once been a member of the Com¬ 
munist Party.” 

A quote from the “ emphatic 
language ”: 

“ We regard such inquiries as a 
serious transgression upon the com¬ 
plete division of church and state 
which is one of the important foun¬ 
dations of democracy. 

“ Is the conscience of the Church 
to be subject to the organised pres¬ 
sure of groups of people who differ 
from it ? ” 


Mary Harrison, who walked from 
Salisbury to London to deliver an 
H-bomb protest at 10 Downing Street 
last year, was in the audience. She 
tells me the group’s enthusiasm is 
unbounded and that they plan to visit 
the surrounding villages this autumn. 
But she heard some strange com¬ 
ments from the crowd. One was: 

“ I was brought up Labour, but 
this stuff’s no good, every man for 
himself is what I say.” 

It is tough working for pacifism in 
the garrison towns and cities of 
Britain, but we’ve some good cam¬ 
paigners in these vital areas. 

Keeping basic freedoms alive 

“ IVDT many people address the 
much feared House Un-Ameri¬ 
can Activities in that tone of voice 
these days.” 

This was the verdict of the famous 
American columnist. Drew Pearson, 
when in his syndicated feature he 


Thanks to Drew Pearson the stand 
by the nine Quaker Elders of Ply¬ 
mouth Meeting, near Philadelphia, 
has become widely known through¬ 
out the USA and the hysteria which 
once threatened world peace come 
nearer to being silenced. 


Puppet exhibition 

irpHOSE readers who cherish the 
close association of the peace 
movement with the arts will be in¬ 
terested to know that this year’s 
Annual Puppet and Model Theatre 
Exhibition is to be held in Shoreditch 
Town Hall, Old Street, London, from 
October 29 to November 10, open 
from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily except 
vSundays. 


The Town Hall is near the birth 
place of Benjamin Pollock, last of 
the famous Theatrical Print and 
Juvenile Drama publishers, whose 
centenary is being celebrated this 
year. 







* Force quite 
unrealistic* 

—Prof. Lonsdale 

IT is quite unrealistic to suppose that 
the world can continue with the use 
of force. I am convinced that pacifism 
will come; it must come,” asserted Pro¬ 
fessor Kathleen Lonsdale recently. 

“The 1941 Atlantic Charter, out of which 
grew the United Nations, declared that for 
practical as well as spiritual reasons, nations 
must come to abandon force—and that was 
four years before the atom bomb.” 

Kathleen Lonsdale was addressing 50 
students on “ Is Pacifism Practical ? ” at a tea 
at University College, London, given by the 
College Pacifist Society. 

“ Now we have H-bombs,” she continued. 
“ Their existence may cause nations not to 
rush into war, but knowledge of the production 
of nuclear weapons is spreading amongst the 
nations, and H-bombs will not k^eep the peace 
when everyone is capable of making them. We 
don’t offer H-bombs to Israel and the Arab 
States to ensure that they don’t go to war ! 

Serious thought 

“ Under the present system of power politics, 
the best we can hope for is some sort of inter¬ 
national control system and inspectors, but this 
would not last long in time of war. NATO is 
certainly planning the use of atomic weapons. 

“ It is quite impracticable not to get rid of 
our arms, otherwise they will get rid of us. 

“ Our children will have more Strontium 
90 in their bones than they can tolerate if 
we do not stop H-tests alone. 

“ Disarmament by one nation,” the well- 
known Quaker scientist continued, “ possibly 
might not prevent war, but armed nations will 
also have to face the problem of future aggres¬ 
sion. 

“ Hitler, or any other mad dog, would have 
had no power if men had not been prepared 
to fight for him. If, in the world of the 
future, we continue to breed mad dogs—and 
that is what we are doing—it will not be pos¬ 
sible to stop them. 

“ The positive side of pacifism is therefore 
seeking justice. An impartial international 
court of justice will become possible when 
nations renounce power politics. 

"Unless we start seriously thinking about 
the nature of the warless world we want, I 
do not see much hope for the future. But as 
soon as we realise that this world must come, 


VICTORY IS POSSIBLE 

Hy Arlo Tatum 

General Secretary, War Resisters' International, recently returned from a visit to Germany 

^EWS from Germany over recent weeks has included the depressing and rather 
frightening information that former SS men are now being welcomed into the 
new German Army, and veterans of Hitter’s defeated (?) army can once again 
legally and presnmably with pride, wear their iron crosses and other Nazi 
decorations (minus the swastika). 


On the other hand blameless young soldiers 
have been attacked by resentful frustrated 
civilians, the official army propaganda film 
‘‘ The First Steps ” has boomeranged, and the 
Bonn Government has begun talking about a 
12 months’ period of duty under conscription 
instead of 18 months in an effort to pacify 
the strong opposition to any conscription or 
rearmament. 


If the Adenauer party is clever, which it 
seldom is, it will not begin its forced recruit¬ 
ment before elections even if the machinery is 
ready beforehand. 

I almost hope they are not clever in this 
case, for it is exciting and encouraging to 
see a people who, like the British, are exces¬ 
sively law-abiding, making preparations to 
defy a law which does not and should not 
command their respect. 
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TEN WEEKS TO GO 

^PECIAL sales campaigns, 
^ bazaars, bring - and - buy 
socials, Christmas-card-selling 
drives : there are hundreds of 
our readers going to it in a 
big way this autumn to see 
that the influence of their 
paper. Peace News, is 
developed to a still greater 
extent. 

have we had to raise such a 
large sum in one year to subsidise our work: 
£2,000 from the sale of Christmas Cards and 
literature; £3,000 from this fortnightly appeal. 

Our fine groups of voluntary workers in 
Britain and overseas leave us in no doubt that 
we deserve to succeed; nevertheless, in the 
next ten weeks we must appeal for 



Feeding on mistakes 

Peace and pacifist movements are co-operat¬ 
ing, and thriving on the excesses of the Bonn 
Government. 

Despite the many difficulties our German 
co-workers are facing they are, in my opinion, 
working under circumstances more favourable 
than anywhere else in the world! 

All the second-hand stories I’ve heard about 
the exciting 1930s in the USA and England 
have come to life for me. 

If I am correct, the movements of the 1930s 
proved to be “ more foam than beer ” when 
the excitement died away, and this may be 
the case with the German movement. 

In Schweinfurt, for example, I spoke to the 
second public meeting of the newly formed 
WRI group. At the beginning of the meeting, 
attended by about 400 persons, there were 50 
WRI members. At the end of the four hour 
session there were 100 members. 

I haven’t any adverse information about the 
fifty new members, and maybe each became 
convinced that the method of war had to be 
abolished and each will “ refuse to support 
or sanction another.” 

On the other hand perhaps they hold the 
thoughtful, intelligent and commendable con¬ 
viction that rearmament of West Germany will 
more firmly entrench the division of Germany. 

Hope and the SPD 

One cannot, in any case, question the 
sincerity of the vast majority of those active 
in the peace movement. In twelve days I 
visited eleven cities, speaking with over 1,400 
persons. 

Meetings which were public had far more 
non-members present than members—a rare 
event for sponsoring organisations in other 
countries. Members or not, the emphatic 
rejection of a militarised Western Germany 
was clear and resolute. 

It is within the realm of possibility that the 


I did not get the impression that war 
resisters in Germany would accept and co¬ 
operate with whatever programme of civilian 
alternative service is devised, as is generally 
true in other countries. 

The application of the non-violent 
technique of civil disobedience could mark 
the beginning of a new and vigorous era for 
Western pacifism. 

Finally, I venture the opinion that the 
financial situation of the German pacifist 
movement has improved greatly although, like 
everywhere, it takes continuous hard work to 
obtain the necessary money to carry on their 
campaign. And as elsewhere, if the financial 
resources were greater the movement would 
undertake far greater and more frequent 
projects. 

Nonetheless, for the supporters of a peaceful 
unarmed Western Germany victory is still 
possible. 


mso by Dec. SI. 

Many of our helpers can give time where 
they cannot give money. Can we encourage 
them with the knowledge that some of our 
friends will promise to give us £25 or £59 on 
December 31 if we reach within £200 of our 
target ? 

Or could someone promise the last £100 7 

THE EDITOR. 

Contributions since October 5 : £43 15s. 2d. 
Total since January 1, 1956 : £2,349 18s. 6d. 

Anonymous contributions gratefully acknow¬ 
ledged : £1 10s.; from Cambridge, £2 ; from 
Cardiff, 10s. 

Please make cheques, etc., payable to Peace 
News Ltd., and address them to Lady Clare 
Annesley. Joint Treasurer, Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Road, London, iV.4. 


‘This is the time for converts^ 


TJR. DONALD SOPER laid down three 

maxims for pacifists when he spoke to 
an audience of 200 at the Labour Peace 
Fellowship’s meeting at the Labour Party 
Conference. They were : 

1. Practical peacemaking based upon a 
knowledge of the reasons for violence. 

2. The renunciation of war is necessary if 
Socialism is to be achieved. It is vital that 
the progressive movements should be in¬ 
fluenced by those who believed that the 
powers of violence can be overcome by the 
spirit of community. 

3. There is no such thing as a just war, 
whether sanctioned by the United Nations 
or not. 

Soper accused the Tory government of 
“ ineptitude vying with sheer immorality ” in 
its handling of home, foreign and colonial 


—Dr. SOPER 

by recalling the efforts of the LPF over the 
past year to make the Labour Party abandon 
conscription and to fight the Tories on issues 
like Suez. 

Ted Redhead, MP, said “ peace ” was be¬ 
coming a respectable word. Even the Tories 
would not openly admit that their sabre- 
rattling was war-like. 

He said that after the last war Western 
propaganda had alleged that the A- and H- 
bombs were a deterrent to Russia; now Russia 
has these weapons, too, the deterrent is sup¬ 
posed to be even greater! We cannot achieve 
peace by making and testing atomic weapons. 

Miss Eileen Fletcher was the other speaker 
on this notable platform. She affirmed her 
faith in the rejection of the method of war, 
saying that it was her experience that a 
" leap ill the dark ” often works. 
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'This is the time for converts’ 
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R. DONALD SOPER laid down three 
maxims for pacifists when he spoke to 
an audience of 200 at the Labour Peace 
Fellowship’s meeting at the Labour Party 
Conference. They were : 

1. Practical peacemaking based upon a 
knowledge of the reasons for violence. 

2. The renunciation of war is necessary if 
Socialism is to be achieved. It is vital that 
the progressive movements should be in¬ 
fluenced by those who believed that the 
powers of violence can be overcome by the 
spirit of community. 

3. There is no such thing as a just war, 
whether sanctioned by the United Nations 
or not. 

^ Dr. Soper accused the Tory government of 
“ ineptitude vying with sheer immorality ” in 
its handling of home, foreign and colonial 
affairs. 

He called on all pacifists to declare them¬ 
selves publicly; today non-pacifists are hav¬ 
ing all their arguments destroyed by force 
of events ; now is the time to make converts. 
A great deal could be learned from what is 
happening in the East, in India and in 
China. 

Victor Yates, MP, had opened the meeting, 
which had suffered from keen competition 
with an “ official ” meeting with Nye Bevan 
speaking, and with a meeting on automation. 


—Dr. SOPER 

by recalling the efforts of the LPF over the 
past year to make the Labour Party abandon 
conscription and to fight the Tories on issues 
like Suez. 

Ted Redhead, MP, said “ peace ” was be¬ 
coming a respectable word. Even the Tories 
would not openly admit that their sabre- 
rattling was war-like. 

He said that after the last war Western 
propaganda had alleged that the A- and H- 
bombs were a deterrent to Russia; now Russia 
has these weapons, too, the deterrent is sup¬ 
posed to be even greater! We cannot achieve 
peace by making and testing atomic weapons. 

Miss Eileen Fletcher was fhe other speaker 
on this notable platform. She affirmed her 
faith in the rejection of the method of war, 
saying that it was her experience that a 
leap in the dark ” often works. 

She gave a brief, but effective description of 
what Britain is doing in Kenya. The Kikuyu 
tribe is being wiped out; 11,000 people have 
been hanged, 12,000 will be banished for ever 
from their tribes, even after the emergency 
ends. 

She asked all present to write to their MP’s, 
to the Colonial Secretary and to the Press, 
demanding an immediate judicial enquiry into 
the course of “ justice ” in Kenya. She con¬ 
cluded by expressing her support for the 
Labour Party’s colonial policy. 


The largest, brightest and most varied selection of 
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of nuclear weapons is spreading amongst tne 
nations, and H-bombs will not keep the peace 
when everyone is capable of making them. We 
don’t offer H-bombs to Israel and the Arab 
States to ensure that they don't go to war ! 

Serious thought 

“ Under the present system of power politics, 
the best we can hope for is some sort of inter¬ 
national control system and inspectors, but this 
would not last long in time of war. NATO is 
certainly planning the use of atomic weapons. 

“ It is quite impracticable not to get rid of 
our arms, otherwise they will get rid of us. 

“Our children will have more Strontium 

90 in their bones than they can tolerate if 

we do not stop H-tests alone. 

“ Disarmament by one nation,” the well- 
known Quaker scientist continued, “ possibly 
might not prevent war, but armed nations will 
also have to face the problem of future aggres¬ 
sion. 

“ Hitler, or any other mad dog, would have 
had no power if men had not been prepared 
to fight for him. If, in the world of the 
future, we continue to breed mad dogs—and 
that is what we are doing—it will not be pos¬ 
sible to stop them. 

“ The positive side of pacifism is therefore 
seeking justice. An impartial international 
court of justice will become possible when 
nations renounce power politics. 

“Unless we start seriously thinking about 
the nature of the warless world we want, 1 
do not see much hope for the future. But as 
soon as we realise that this world must come, 
we’ll find a way—with Justice,” 
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co-workers are facing they are, in my opinion, 
working under circumstances more favourable 
than anywhere else in the world! 

All the second-hand stories I’ve heard about 
the exciting 1930s in the USA and England 
have come to life for me. 

If I am correct, the movements of the 1930s 
proved to be “ more foam than beer ” when 
the excitement died away, and this may be 
the case with the German movement. 

In Schweinfurt, for example, I spoke to the 
second public meeting of the newly formed 
WRI group. At the beginning of the meeting, 
attended by about 400 persons, there were 50 
WRI members. At the end of the four hour 
session there were 100 members. 

I haven’t any adverse information about the 
fifty new members, and maybe each became 
convinced that the method of war had to be 
abolished and each will “ refuse to support 
or sanction another.” 

On the other hand perhaps they hold the 
thoughtful, intelligent and commendable con¬ 
viction that rearmament of West Germany will 
more firmly entrench the division of Germany. 

Hope and the SPD 

One cannot, in any case, question the 
sincerity of the vast majority of those active 
in the peace movement. In twelve days I 
visited eleven cities, speaking with over 1,400 
persons. 

Meetings which were public had far more 
non-members present than members—a rare 
event for sponsoring organisations in other 
countries. Members or not, the emphatic 
rejection of a militarised Western Germany 
was clear and resolute. 

It is within the realm of possibility that the 
“ SPD ”—the opposition socialist party—will 
replace the Adenauer Government in the 
general elections next year. It is possible, even 
probable, that the SPD will keep its promise to 
scrap the conscription law if the peace move¬ 
ment does not relax its pressure. 


IRISH PACIFISTS 
HEAR ARLO TATUM 

From P. Haley-Dunn 

q;'HE Irish Pacifist Movement was host 
to Arlo Tatum, General Secretary of 
the War Resisters’ International when he 
addressed a meeting in Dublin, October 5. 

Speaking on “ The Pacifist Struggle—A 
World View ” he said he often wondered 
why governments didn’t demand to know 
whether a man was militant before call¬ 
ing him up. 

Some 12 countries have conscription and 
some form of legal recognition for con¬ 
scientious objectors, though this varies from 
country to country. 

In Belgium war resisters were recognised, 
but they had to spend eighteen months in 
prison, though the period for military service 
was two years ; they were then set free. 

Communist countries, Spain and Greece had 
no form of recognition for the CO. In Spain 
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general elections next year. It is possible, even 
probable, that the SPD will keep its promise to 
scrap the conscription law if the peace move¬ 
ment does not relax its pressure. 


IRISH PACIFISTS 
HEAR ARLO TATUM 

From P. Haley-Dunn 

^HE Irish Pacifist Movement was host 
to Arlo Tatum, General Secretary of 
the War Resisters’ International when he 
addressed a meeting in Dublin, October 5. 

Speaking on “ The Pacifist Struggle—A 
World View ” he said he often wondered 
why governments didn’t demand to know 
whether a man was militant before call¬ 
ing him up. 

Some 12 countries have conscription and 
some form of legal recognition for con¬ 
scientious objectors, though this varies from 
country to country. 

In Belgium war resisters were recognised, 
but they had to spend eighteen months in 
prison, though the period for military service 
was two years ; they were then set free. 

Communist countries, Spain and Greece had 
no form of recognition for the CO. In Spain 
the treatment ranged from being shot to being 
ignored. One had to be suspicious of the 
person who claimed to know “ exactly what 
happens to Russian war resisters.” 

A small army is no army 

Pacifist groups in countries where legal 
recognition had been granted, or where there 
was no military call-up, were inclined to be 
somewhat lethargic. The pacifist movement in 
Ireland was a case in point. 

It ought to turn its attention to the Irish 
Army! A small army is no army; neither 
good politics nor good military science, he 
said. This was something all could agree 
upon and work on. 

There were many positive things which 
could be done in Ireland. 

He was at the moment resident in England 
and he found it exciting to live in a country 
where a pacifist could have a question raised 
in Parliament. This could never happen in the 
US. 

There the main question was race relations. 
Their Southern branch was being very active, 
but nevertheless there were reports that 
Negroes and whites were taking up arms. He 
did not think that there would be any serious 
violence until at least after the elections. 

American pacifists who this year and last 
year had refused to take part in civil defence 
exercises had stated that the best form of 
civil defence was abolition of war. They had 
been arrested for their pains. 

The War Resister, the WRI quarterly 
magazine printed in French, German and 
English, reached 88 countries and was for 
many people their only contact with pacifism. 
The lecture was followed by a discussion. 


selves publicly ; today non-pacifists are hav¬ 
ing all their arguments destroyed by force 
of events; now is the time to make converts. 
A great deal could be learned from what is 
happening in the East, in India and in 
China. 

Victor Yates, MP, had opened the meeting, 
which had suffered from keen competition 
with an “ official ” meeting with Nye Bevan 
speaking, and with a meeting on automation. 


tribe is being wiped out; 11,000 people have 
been hanged, 12,W0 will be banished for ever 
from their tribes, even after the emergency 
ends. 

She asked all present to write to their MP’s, 
to the Colonial Secretary and to the Press, 
demanding an immediate judicial enquiry into 
the course of “ justice ” in Kenya. She con¬ 
cluded by expressing her support for the 
Labour Party’s colonial policy. 
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How It All Began 


The London Co-operative Society was formed in 1920 by the amalgamation 
of the old Stratford Society (started by Railwaymen in 1860) and the Edmonton 
Society (started by Tramwaymen in 1888). 

At the time of this amalgamation the total membership was 77,000 and the 
sales £2,500,000. A year later it was still further augmented when the West 
London Society (founded by District Railwaymen in 1895) joined the larger 
organisation, and from this date onwards the Committee of Management have 
carried out a policy of development and expansion. Over the years this plan, 
coupled with the rigid insistence of keeping down prices and returning the profits 
as dividend, has been richly rewarded by continuously increasing trade and 
membership, so that today the Society has almost H million members in its 
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From 


mud huts to castles 


J HAVE just returned to the United 
States after two years in village India 
and something has gone wrong with my 
eyesight. I see everything double. 

1 go down a wide American street and look 
at the spacious green lawns, walks, well painted 
wails and TV antennae but I don’t just see one 
street, nor just one set of houses. I see two. 

In addition to the paved street with 
American children playing on the walk, I 
see a dusty Indian village street crowded 
between mud walls. I see naked children 
playing in the dust and puddles of sewage. 

When I walk into an American home I see 
tables, chairs, a rug on the floor, fluorescent 
lights, radios, TV, central heating, air con¬ 
ditioning, curtains and glass windows. 

But at the same time 1 see another scene. 
I am almost on hands and knees crawling 
into the hut of an outcast in an Indian 
village. It is dark and musty. 

There are no windows in the little room 
but almost a dozen people sleep on mats on 
the damp earthen floor. Someone strikes a 
match and there is a ragged gray cloth hung 
like a hammock with a little child lying 
quietly in it. 

Americans proudly show me their kitchens. 
I see refrigerators, fancy stoves, sinks, electric 
mixers and stacks of metal pots and pans in 
cupboards. But my double vision is still 
bothering me. I see the wife of a village 
weaver cooking on a little outdoor “stove” 
of baked mud. She has a few cheap earthen¬ 
ware pots and a little food—very little. 

She can’t cook indoors because a loom takes 
up all the room in their little thatch chicken- 
coop of a hut. The whole family sleeps on 
the floor under the loom, under cloth which 
belongs to a merchant and will be sold for 
more than the weaver could ever afford to 


pay. 


Then never guess 


When I am supposed to admire a fat little 
American baby, I see a skinny limbed Eastern 
child with its ribs showing and flies swarming 
around a sore on its head. 

I see the underfed little child walk into the 
street with the slow pace of the sick or starv¬ 
ing. When he relieves himself there in the 
street amid the flies, it is obvious that the 
child has dysentry. 

This village has no doctor and the parents 
could hardly afford his services if a doctor 
were available. 



Ralph Blackwood tells the story of his 


DOUBLE VISION 


First, I described, perhaps in a little too 
much detail, a homeless orphan I had seen 
pawing into the garbage behind a restaurant. 

My gadget owning friend got on the defen¬ 
sive and started trying to prove that he really 
needed his garbage disposer. But, I still have 
a touch of the malaria I picked up in India 
so I’m lazy, too. 

He didn’t have to argue so hard. I hadn’t 
meant anything, anyhow. I was just doing 
what most people do talking about things 
in front of my eyes. But, most people aren’t 
bothered with seeing double—unless they’re 
drunk. 

To get him off the defensive, I told the 
owner of the garbage disposer about another 
way people dispose of garbage in India. 

I told him of a meal I ate in Trichur. 
Everything was very simple. My host went 
out to the edge of the porch, it was raining 
hard, and cut off a banana leaf. He laid it 
on the floor, put the food on it. Then I sat 
crosslegged on a mat and ate with my hand. 

When I finished. I washed my hands off and 
my host threw the banana leaf into the yard. 
Shortly afterwards a cow came along and ate 
the leaf. 


“ What slums?” I asked. “ Where are there 
any slums?” 

“ Every city has slums,” they said. 

I wouldn’t believe them, so finally, to settle 
the matter, they dragged me onto a plastic 
covered seat of a new chrome-plated gadget- 
wagon and we started gliding across the city. 
Finally we came to a very ugly district which 
stank. 

We sat silently on our magic carpet of 
chrome and steel while it floated smoothly up 
one street and down the next. I saw the 
broken old buildings with battered garbage 
cans out in front. 


They shouted at me 


There were cars parked along the curb. 
Some were as old and ugly and dirty as the 
buildings and some were brand new. The 
blare of radios came through open windows 
and on the roofs there was a naked forest 
of television antennaes. 


/ eouldtCt understand 


I’m getting into difficulties. People show 
Tinr llit'ir .«shinv ni2w cadizcts and stand ex- 


I think my American friend was a little 
paranoid. He seemed to think I was trying to 
attack him, the American way of life or 
something. 

He started shouting things. I thought that 
I’d been awayi too long because I couldn’t 
iinclerstaiid him. I cuiighf a lot of words 


But while we cruised through the American 
city I also saw a city in India. 

An Indian friend took me through the city. 
He showed me mud huts, so small I could 
not stand up in them, where large families 
lived. He showed me people so poor they 
could not buy new poles and leaves to repair 
their roof after a storm. 

We walked along several miles of narrow 
muddy streets where there were no sewers, 
no garbage disposal service and no latrines. 


The people had only a few old rags to 
cover their bodies. It was incredibly worse 


“ These people wouldn’t be called poor in 
India,” I said. 

The driver pointed to a run-down apart¬ 
ment house. “ Wouldn’t they call that 
poverty?” he asked. 

“ They would probably call it a badly used 
castle,” I said. 

Our discussion finally led up to a rather 
unpleasant argument in which my friends 
shouted that America did, too, have lots of 
poverty and I shouted back that the American 
poor were as rich as kings by Indian standards 
and finally my friends shouted back that I 
was un-American and a Communist. 

I saw a eooUe 

After I’d been back a while I learned to 
keep quiet about the part of my double 
vision which rouses people. I go around like 
an iceberg, with only one-tenth of myself 
exposed to sight. 

The trouble is, it makes me slow to react. 
Like the other day. An old friend came into 
the house. 

“ Come outside! ” he shouted in excitement, 
“ I’ve got something to show you.” He was 
beaming all over. I guess I sort of beamed 
back because I like to see him happy. He 
usually looks sort of tense and desperate. He 
rushed me out the front door and said, “Look! 
How do you like it?” 

I couldn’t see anything but the line of cars 
parked along the street. He pointed to one 
of the cars and said, “ See! That new one! 
It’s mine. Just got it. How do you like it?” 

It looked new all right with all that chrome 
and glass and bright paint flashing in the 
sun. 

But I suddenly saw something else. It was 

sort of melted into my friend’s bright new 

car like two 3-D films superimposed on top 

of each other. 

I saw a ragged coolie carrying a huge bale 
of cotton on his back. He walked along bent 
down under the heavy load and as he struggled 
along in the hot tropical air, the perspiration 
poured down all over his body. 

/ was just thinhiny 

When the skinny little man put the bale 
of cotton down, he just collapsed and for long 
minutes he was just a panting heap lying in 
the hot sun. 

Then I saw him go home to a tiny hut not 
much bigger than my friends new car ; a little 
mud and thatch hut. 

I was trying to figure ; “ The hut would cost 

ns nniit;h .ns . . . wall nerhans one wheel of 






















Americans proudly show me their kitchens. 
I see refrigerators, fancy stoves, sinks, electric 
mixers and stacks of metal pots and pans in 
cupboards. But my double vision is still 
bothering me. I see the wife of a village 
weaver cooking on a little outdoor “ stove ” 
of baked mud. She has a few cheap earthen¬ 
ware pots and a little food—very little. 

She can’t cook indoors because a loom takes 
up all the room in their little thatch chicken- 
coop of a hut. The whole family sleeps on 
the floor under the loom, under cloth which 
belongs to a merchant and will be sold for 
more than the weaver could ever afford to 
pay. 

Then never ffuess . « . 

When I am supposed to admire a fat little 
American baby, 1 see a skinny limbed Eastern 
child with its ribs showing and flies swarming 
around a sore on its head. 

1 sec the underfed little child walk into the 
street with the slow pace of the sick or starv¬ 
ing. When he relieves himself there in the 
street amid the flies, it is obvious that the 
child has dysentry. 

This village has no doctor and the parents 
could hardly afford his services if a doctor 
were available. 

Tm getting into difficulties. People show 
me their shiny new gadgets and stand ex- 
peclantly waiting for praise. 

They never guess that I have double vision, 
that pictures and thoughts are flashing 
through my mind and Tm concentrating, try¬ 
ing to bring the two pictures together and 
make sense of them. 

The proud owner of a garbage grinding 
gadget which fits under the kitchen sink 
thought I was condemning him or his fine 
gadget or something when his gadget reminded 
me of some garbage disposal methods I had 
seen in India. 


neeucu ms garbage disposer, liut, i still nave 
a touch of the malaria I picked up in India 
so Tm lazy, too. 

He didn’t have to argue so hard. I hadn’t 
meant anything, anyhow. I was just doing 
what most people do talking about things 
in front of my eyes. But, most people aren’t 
bothered with seeing double—unless they’re 
drunk. 

To get him off the defensive, I told the 
owner of the garbage disposer about another 
way people dispose of garbage in India. 

I told him of a meal I ate in Trichur. 
Everything was very simple. My host went 
out to the edge of the porch, it was raining 
hard, and cut off a banana leaf. He laid it 
on the floor, put the food on it. Then I sat 
crosslegged on a mat and ate with my hand. 

When I finished. I washed my hands off and 
my host threw the banana leaf into the yard. 
Shortly afterwards a cow came along and ate 
the leaf. 

I couldn^t understand 

I think my American friend was a little 
paranoid. He seemed to think I was trying to 
attack him, the American way of life or 
something. 

He started shouting things. I thought that 
I’d been away too long because I couldn’t 
understand him. I caught a lot of words 
like “ progress,” " bigger and better,” 
“ ignorant savages,” “ Civilization ” and 
“ common sense ” but I never did figure out 
what he was saying. 

When I first came back from India I talked 
too much about the things I saw with my 
double vision. My friends got sick of hearing 
about India and the Arab countries. One day 
they said, “You seem to forget that we have 
our poor here in America, too.” 

“ Where? ” I asked, amazed. 

“ In the slums,” they said. 


covered seat of a new chrome-plated gadget- 
wagon and we started gliding across the city. 
Finally we came to a very ugly district which 
stank. 

We sat silently on our magic carpet of 
chrome and steel while it floated smoothly up 
one street and down the next. I saw the 
broken old buildings with battered garbage 
cans out in front. 

Then shouted at me 

There were cars parked along the curb. 
Some were as old and ugly and dirty as the 
buildings and some were brand new. The 
blare of radios came through open windows 
and on the roofs there was a naked forest 
of television antennaes. 

But while we cruised through the American 
city I also saw a city in India. 

An Indian friend took me through the city. 
He showed me mud huts, so small I could 
not stand up in them, where large families 
lived. He showed me people so poor they 
could not buy new poles and leaves to repair 
their roof after a storm. 

We walked along several miles of narrow 
muddy streets where there were no sewers, 
no garbage disposal service and no latrines. 

The people had only a few old rags to 
cover their bodies. It was incredibly worse 
than these American slums we were cruising 
through. 

However, after a while my Indian friend had 
asked, “ Now, would you like to see the 
slums?” 

The slums !” I said, ^ I thought these 
were the slums !” 

Come on,” the Indian said, “ I’ll show 
you the slums.” 

While I was silently recalling our tour 
through the slums of the Indian city my 
American friends asked, “ Now, don’t we have 
poor people in America?” 


Dcammg an over, i guess i sort ot beamed 
back because I like to see him happy. He 
usually looks sort of tense and desperate. He 
rushed me out the front door and said, “Look! 
How do you like it?” 

I couldn’t see anything but the line of cars 
parked along the street. He pointed to one 
of the cars and said, “ See! That new one! 
It’s mine. Just got it. How do you like it?” 

It looked new all right with all that chrome 
and glass and bright paint flashing in the 
sun. 

But I suddenly saw something else. It was 

sort of melted into my friend’s bright new 

car like two 3-D films superimposed on top 

of each other. 

I saw a ragged coolie carrying a huge bale 
of cotton on his back. He walked along bent 
down under the heavy load and as he struggled 
along in the hot tropical air, the perspiration 
poured down all over his body. 

/ was just thinkinn 

When the skinny little man put the bale 
of cotton down, he just collapsed and for long 
minutes he was just a panting heap lying in 
the hot sun. 

Then I saw him go home to a tiny hut not 
much bigger than my friends new car ; a little 
mud and thatch hut. 

I was trying to figure ; “ The hut would cost 
as much as . . . well perhaps one wheel of 
that car. No, that’s far too much. One kub 
cap would be more nearly correct.” 

While I was deep in calculations of this 
sort, trying to make the things I saw add up, 
my friend turned toward me. 

“ What’s the matter?” he asked. “ Don’t you 
like my new car?” 

“ It isn’t that,” I said smiling quickly. “ I 
was just thinking about a man I once knew.” 

“ You mean he had a car like this?” he 
asked. 

“ Well,” I said, “ Not exactly like yours.” 


..—...-.-.. BOOKS --— 

VISITING COMMUNISTS 

Beryl Davies reviews 

Quakers Visit China. 74 pp, London, Society of Friends, 3s. 

Meeting the Russians, American Friends Visit the Soviet Union. 94 pp, Philadelphia, 
American Friends Service Committee, 3s. 6d. 

^I^HESE two reports tell how members of the Society of Friends penetrated, in 
one case the Iron Curtain of Russia, and in the other the bamboo one of 
China, to take to those beyond messages of goodwill as members of the same 
human family. 


(Z dUCd^ 6 Cife QandfU 


They dilTer considerably in style. The 
American one is breezily written, so that the 
reader is left full of hope and with a belief 
that the resilience of human nature will con¬ 
found all prophets of doom. 

The English report is sober and restrained ; 
its pronouncements are weighted with solemn 
warnings that the Chinese revolution was an 
important episode in the most vital struggle 
of our times, the revolt of the under-privileged, 
which we ignore at our peril. 

A m4'rir*a ii 


They acknowledge that in both countries 
desperate remedies have been applied to des¬ 
perate situations, and the result is an inex¬ 
tricable mingling of good and evil which 
makes any balanced judgment difficult. 

Both reports emphasise that an effort at 
understanding must be made ; good relations 
between different systems are essential to the 
peace of the world. 


AFRICA 


^/te tiM Qneat 74 JgA4. 

Last week we read how Gandhi fought 
for the freedom of India by means of “ civil 
disobedience.” Indians were to refuse to 
obey unjust laws, but they were never to 
strike back, no matter what they were made 
to suffer. 

JN the weary years that rolled by 
between the First Great War and the 
Second, thousands of changes came in the 
world outside India. 

Violence became a part of daily life in 
country after country. Everywhere men 
had been fighting for so long that it had 
almost got to be a habit with them. 

During the First Great War, whenever the 
different governments of the world found their 
soldiers were tired of fighting, they promised 

a \JL/r»n/lr»rf I il if 


instead of justice and men trembled at their 
name. 

'Y^HEN people fear violence they 
generally become violent in order to 
protect themselves. This was how it was in 
Europe, and in other continents too. No man’s 
life was safe under the Dictators, who talked 
only of war. 

They called it a glorious thing and on- 
couraged their people to fight for the sake of 
fighting. They ordered their armies to invade 
all small and weak countries. The populations 
of these small countries were then treated by 
them as slaves. 

In the end the Second Great War broke out. 
It was the most terrible war that the world 
has ever seen. Men seemed to have forgotten 
all the teachings of religion. Hatred and 
cruelty reigned everywhere. 

Only one political leader spoke out for 
peace and brotherhood among the nations. 
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The proud owner of a garbage grinding 
gadget which fits under the kitchen sink 
thought I was condemning him or his fine 
gadget or something when his gadget reminded 
me of some garbage disposal methods 1 had 
seen in India. 


“ common sense ” but I never did figure out 
what he was saying. 

When I first came back from India I talked 
too much about the things I saw with my 
double vision. My friends got sick of hearing 
about India and the Arab countries. One day 
they said, “You seem to forget that we have 
our poor here in America, too.” 

“ Where? ” I asked, amazed. 

“ In the slums,” they said. 


However, after a while my Indian friend had 
asked, “ Now, would you like to see the 
slums?” 

The slums !” I said, I thought these 
were the slums !” 

“ Come on,” the Indian said, “ Til show 
you the slums.” 

While I was silently recalling our tour 
through the slums of the Indian city my 
American friends asked, “ Now, don’t we have 
poor people in America?” 


cap would be more nearly correct.” 

While I was deep in calculations of this 
sort, trying to make the things I saw add up, 
my friend turned toward me. 

“ What’s the matter?” he asked. “ Don’t you 
like my new car?” 

“ It isn’t that,” I said smiling quickly. “ I 
was just thinking about a man I once knew.” 

“ You mean he had a car like this?” he 
asked. 

“ Well,” I said, “ Not exactly like yours.” 
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VISITING COMMUNISTS 


Beryl Davies reviews 

Quakers Visit China. 74 pp, London, Society of Friends, 3s. 

Meeting the Russians, American Friends Visit the Soviet Union. 94 pp, Philadelphia, 
American Friends Service Committee, 3s. 6d. 

^I^HESE two reports tell how members of the Society of Friends penetrated, in 
one case the Iron Curtain of Russia, and in the other the bamboo one of 
China, to take to those beyond messages of goodwill as members of the same 
human family. - 


They differ considerably in style. The 
American one is breezily written, so that the 
reader is left full of hope and with a belief 
that the resilience of human nature will con¬ 
found all prophets of doom. 

The English report is sober and restrained ; 
its pronouncements are weighted with solemn 
warnings that the Chinese revolution was an 
important episode in the most vital struggle 
of our times, the revolt of the under-privileged, 
which we ignore at our peril. 

The American group went to Russia as 
ordinary tourists and sometimes felt them¬ 
selves frustrated on account of their lack of 
status, while the English one went at the 
invitation of the China Peace Committee and 
found doors opened before they knocked. 


They acknowledge that in both countries 
desperate remedies have been applied to des¬ 
perate situations, and the result is an inex¬ 
tricable mingling of good and evil which 
makes any balanced judgment difficult. 

Both reports emphasise that an effort at 
understanding must be made ; good relations 
between different systems are essential to the 
peace of the world. 


AFRICA 

John Fletcher reviews 

Pan-Africanism or Communism ? The Com¬ 
ing Struggle for Africa, by George Padmore, 
London, Dennis Dobson, 25s. 


One of their most rewarding interviews was 
with Chou En-Lai, and the full text of their 
talk was given. 

In each case the visit was for one month, 
and the limitations that such a brief stay 
imposed are freely acknowledged. 

Both missions were composed of men and 
women whose knowledge of world affairs 
made them competent to assess a situation, 
and whose integrity is indisputable. 

These qualities give great value to the re¬ 
ports as new items ; they are worth reading 
as records of things seen and heard in these 
vast and intriguing lands of China and Russia. 


QEORGE PADMORE’S latest book is a 
good antidote to the poison of Alexander 
Steward’s false values discussed on the front 
page this week. 

It is a well written history of the Pan- 
African movement during the last 30 years 
with its centre in London. 

It shows the growth of the hopes of many 
hundreds of young Africans and West Indians 
studying and working in Europe. 

How they worked out plans and constitu¬ 
tions for their special social and political 
groups, leading on to the large vision of Pan- 
Africa. 


I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANQION ANOTHER 

This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basiSr of the Peace Pledge Union. 

Send YOUR pledge to 

P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh Street, W.CI 


Recent gains for the movement are national 
independence for the Gold Coast and the 
Nigerias, and the return of Seretse Khama 
^nd Tshekedi Khama to political activity in 
Bechuanaland. 


A film depicting the work of the International 
Voluntary Service for Peace is obtainable 
from IVSP Centre, 19 Pembridge Villas, 
London, W.ll. 
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Last week we read how Gandhi fought 
for the freedom of India by means of “ civil 
disobedience” Indians were to refuse to 
obey unjust laws, but they were never to 
strike hack, no matter what they were made 
to suffer. 

JN the weary years that rolled by 
between the First Great War and the 
Second, thousands of changes came in the 
world outside India. 

Violence became a part of daily life in 
country after country. Everywhere men 
had been fighting for so long that it had 
almost got to be a habit with them. 

During the First Great War, whenever the 
different governments of the world found their 
soldiers were tired of fighting, they promised 
them a wonderful life if they would fight on 
till victory was won. 

When peace came at last, the poor soldiers 
only found that the world was a much worse 
place than before. There was less food, less 

I AS TOLD BY GERTRUDE MURRAY TO 
THE CHILDREN OF INDIA 

of everything, and for millions of men there 
was no work at all. 

When they found that none of the good 
things promised them were going to come to 
them, they started fighting against their own 
governments. 

Kings and rulers were overthrown by their 
rebellious subjects in many lands, while in 
almost every country many political parties 
struggled with each other for power. 

Then strong men began to rise up in one 
country after another. These men seized power 
and became like kings. They were called 
Dictators and they ruled with tyranny and 
brutality, killing all who opposed them. 

The two most terrible of these Dictators 
Hitler and Mussolini, the one an Austrian and 
the other an Italian, made life miserable for 
millions of people. They ruled by violence 


instead of justice and men trembled at their 
name. 

Y^HEN people fear violence they 
generally become violent in order to 
protect themselves. This was how it was in 
Europe, and in other continents too. No man’s 
life was safe under the Dictators, who talked 
only of war. 

They called it a glorious thing and en¬ 
couraged their people to fight for the sake of 
fighting. They ordered their armies to invade 
all small and weak countries. The populations 
of these small countries were then treated by 
them as slaves. 

In the end the Second Great War broke out. 
It was the most terrible war that the world 
has ever seen. Men seemed to have forgotten 
all the teachings of religion. Hatred and 
cruelty reigned everywhere. 

Only one political leader spoke out for 
peace and brotherhood among the nations. 
That was Gandhi. 

He had now become so great and powerful 
in India that millions of men and women 
worshipped him like a saint and were ready to 
give their lives for him. Unlike the Dictators 
he wanted nothing for himself and ruled by 
love alone. His only throne was in the hearts 
of his followers. 

He still worked tirelessly for India’s free¬ 
dom. He continually told the British that if 
they would only set India free, Indians would 
gladly help Britain in all her troubles caused 
by the war. 

But the British government would not listen. 
In a world so full of hatred and deceit they 
found it hard to believe that there was one 
man who was absolutely truthful and sincere. 

^^GAIN Gandhi tried Satyagraha. By 
organising a movement of peaceful 
disobedience to the Government’s orders all 
over India, he tried to convince the British 
that India must be free without any more 
delay. But it was useless. 

The long years of hard toil had made 
Gandhi an old man though he was very 
healthy and still worked harder than any 
youth. 


• ON PAGE FIVE 



















Labour Party Conference 


From TED BERROW 


October 19, 1956—PEACE NEWS—5 


THE WAR OF 1963 


Continued from last week 

At 4.45 on Wednesday the debate on con¬ 
scription was called. The mover tried to get 
it postponed till Thursday, but the Chairman 
refused to guarantee it would be taken then. 

CONSCRIPTION 

Hugh Blair (West Renfrewshire) therefore 
opened the debate, declaring that the inter¬ 
national situation had improved. He referred 
to the upheaval of home life and of work 
caused by conscription and ended by declar¬ 
ing that “ we do not believe in wars and we 
do not intend to prepare accordingly.” 

Mrs. Greta Karpin, the Salford West dele¬ 
gate, opposed conscription under capitalism. 
“ We are sending conscripts to kill our brothers 
in the colonies,” she said ; the whole life of 
boys was being disrupted. She appealed to 
Frank Cousins, General Secretary of the power¬ 
ful T & GWU, to show he was the old- 
fashioned Socialist he said he was and vote 
for the immediate abolition of conscription. 

The Chairman tried to close the discussion 
at this point, but Victor Yates, MP, dashed 
to the rostrum and angrily demanded it con¬ 
tinue the following day. Eventually Aid. 
Gooch agreed and a further 25 minutes was 
spent on the subjection the Thursday morning. 

Frank Allaun, MP for Salford ^st, began 
by calling National Service a “ national curse.” 
Just ask the conscripts, the mothers and 
fathers, their teachers and employers, he said. 

“ It is utterly immoral to send conscripts 
to fight in colonial wars,” he continued, and 
asked Conference to imagine the feeling of 
the parents of lads in Cyprus, Kenya, Malaya 
and "Egypt. “ National Service is p)olitical 
dynamite,” he concluded, “ vote with your 
consciences against the National Executive.” 

Joy Lisbct, of Beckenham, did not think 
conscription could be ended at once, but said 
it was against our country’s traditions. 

Speaking for the Shop Workers, George 
Craddock, MP, Chairman of the No Con¬ 
scription Council, gave the result of the Coun¬ 
cil’s survey of employers and asked how we 
could demand young men should learn to fight 
when they did not have the vote. 

Winding up for “ the floor ” Mr. Stanley 
(Walsall South) referred to the disruption, loss 
to industry and waste of time caused by con¬ 
scription. 

But, he said, the real reason to oppose con¬ 
scription was that it was morally wrong. It 
is against all Christian and all Socialist prin¬ 
ciples. We must follow the road started by 
Keir Hardie, the road that leads to freedom. 

George Brinham, replying for the National 
Executive Committee, declared that he wanted 
conscription to go as quickly as possible, but 
time must be allowed so that Britain’s com¬ 
mitments to NATO would not be jeopardised 
by unpreparedness. 

Ilf* emnhasised- however, the Executive’s 


from the Commonwealth was defeated, there 
were many attacks on that country’s policies 
and their extension elsewhere. 

Doug Tilbe (Twickenham), a member of the 
Peace Committee of the London Quarterly 
Meeting of the Society of Friends, warned of 
the danger of new colour prejudice as unem¬ 
ployment grew. He called on Labour Party 
members to put a bar on hotels which prac¬ 
tised the colour bar. 

Frank Day (Plymouth Borough Party) asked 
which was worse—to be coloured and suffer 
torture as in Kenya, or to be white and suffer 
the shame of it. 

George Scott, of the Electrical Trades 
Union, moved a motion calling for the with¬ 
drawal of all troops from the colonies and 
the immediate implementation of the Declara¬ 
tion of Human Rights. 

He referred to 80,000,000 people struggling 
for their freedom and said the colonial people 
could no longer tolerate imperialism. People 
must have the right to rule their own coun¬ 
tries. 

Miss Eileen Bailey (Croydon Borough 
Labour Party) criticised the Party for its weak 
policy in the past and called for an end to 
hypocrisy in colonial affairs. 

The NEC opposed the motion and it was 
defeated . 

Miss Jennie I^e, MP, for Cannock, declared 
it was our job as Socialists not to have an 
Empire. The colonies contribute £7()0m. a 
year to our sterling balance, but we give them 
only £300m. in aid, she pointed out. “It is 
going to be a great day when we keep our 
troopships at home and send the foodships 
all over the world,” she concluded. 

The white population’s reaction to all 
attempts to enforce equality was referred to 
by Fenner Brock way, MP. We had to enforce 
our views against them. 

Jim Griffiths, MP, closed the debate. He 
called only on EOKA to stop the fighting in 
Cyprus, welcomed Malta to Westminster and 
sent greetings to Ghana. He did not explain 
how these three were compatible. He closed 
by approving Fenner Brockway’s Bill to out¬ 
law the colour bar. 

SECRET SESSIONS 

During the week there were two secret 
sessions to deal with changes in the Parly’s 
Constitution, and these revealed a great deal 
of unrest. 482,000, nearly half the Consti¬ 
tuency votes, were cast for a proposal to eli¬ 
minate the block vote entirely, and have all 
TU affiliations at local level! 

1,180,000 votes supported the reduction of 
the age limit to 15, in a vain attenmt to 
recruit more young people, and 1,677,000 
votes were cast in an effort to remove the 
anomally whereby trade union delegates to 
Party Conference need not even be full Party 
members. However the TIT vote was still too 


□ FROM PAGE ONE 

He wants us to spend much more money 
“ on the development of a whole family of 
nuclear artillery weapons with atomic 
weapons.” That will cost a lot and keep up 
the price of armament shares for a very long 
time. 

But the aircraft companies need not worry 
Although we are to have guided missiles, 
“ manned aircraft would not go out of busi¬ 
ness for a very long time.” 

“A strategical world force will always be re¬ 
quired in the foreseeable future because of 
the greater difficulty in getting the exact loca¬ 
tions of targets in enemy territories.” 

So we are to keep the expensive bombers at 
£4()0,()00 a time and go in for the guided 
missiles and rockets as well. 

Lord Montgomery unfortunately did not 
bring a chartered accountant with him with an 
approximate estimate of what the Master Plan 
is to cost. That isn’t his headache. He hands 
that one to the politicians. 

He ended his address, says The Times with 
an appeal for “ unity in the free world,” the 
Master Cliche to accompany the Master Plan. 


LETTERS 

Welsh water and Arab Union 

TT is very easy for people like me to sit on 
the side line and shout, but I am seriously 
concerned to know why, in this week’s eight 
page issue of Peace News, over half a page 
is devoted to news of the Welsh Nationalist 
resistance to the Liverpool water scheme. 

I am as keen as anyone on the preservation 
of Welsh culture, but this resides in history, 
music, literature and the lives of the people 
and it is faithless to believe that it can be 
destroyed by any material act. 

Opposition to a useless army camp was a 
different matter, but a water scheme is a neces¬ 
sity. To go to war with Liverpool even by 
non-violent means is still to go to war and 
seems to me to have no place in pacifist 
philosophy. 

My own idea of a pacifist answer to Liver¬ 
pool would be something like this : “ It is bad 
enough having to live in Liverpool anyhow, 
and to have to do without an extra bath or 
cup of tea will make it worse, so we will 
sacrifice our valley to your need. 

“ We do this in the knowledge that if you 
don’t take our valley you will have to take 
someone else’s.” 

While congratulating you on what is pre¬ 
sumably an editorial scoop in getting the first 
print of the proposed constitution for Arab 
Union, I also fail to see why this and the 
I accompanying news should occupy two pages 


But what does unity in the free world 

mean ? Where is the free world ? Is it in 

Spain or Cyprus, in Kenya and South 

Africa, or Alabama ? 

“ True unity ” he said, throwing a few more 
cliches about “ implied a willingness to make 
sacrifices for the common good ” which sounds 
dangerously like Communism. 

IS THIS NATO? 

If this had been a speech by some retired 
arm-chair strategist its contradictions and its 
craziness and irresponsibility wouldn’t matter. 

But it came from Field Marshal Lord Mont¬ 
gomery, Deputy Supreme Allied Commander 
in Europe, who is in one of the key positions 
in command of the armed forces of the West. 
He is one of the bosses of NATO and our 
government consults him and asks for his 
advice. 

We have to find the men and pay the bills. 

And if Montgomery’s war of 1963 comes off’, 
there will be precious little left of Britain to 
write history about. 

The leaders of the British Labour Party 
have decided that we must stay in NATO. But 
isn’t Lord Montgomery NATO ? 

Don’t its high commanding officers think like 
him ? 


Montgomery's speech ought to make British 
Labour think again. 


GANDHI 


• FROM 
PAGE FOUR 


Several times during these years of struggle 
he had fallen seriously ill. Many times he had 
been sent to jail. Many times he had fasted. 
But nothing had changed his determination to 
set India free. 


At the same time he had been continually 
teaching Indians of all communities to live 
together in peace and love. 

He had raised up great numbers of the poor 
Untouchables making them understand that 
they had every right to hold their heads up 
with dignity like other men. 

He forced Hindus to respect them and allow 
them to enter the temples from which they 
had so long been shut out. 


He educated them, taught them handicrafts 
and proved that they were just as intelligent as 
other Indians. For this glorious work alone he 
deserves undying fame—but it was only one 
of the wonderful things he did for India. 


^INCE this land is chiefly a land of 
villages, he and his fellow workers 









at this point, but Victor Yates, MP, dashed 
to the rostrum and angrily demanded it con¬ 
tinue the following day. Eventually Aid. 
Gooch agreed and a further 25 minutes was 
spent on the subjection the Thursday morning. 

Frank Allaun, MP for Salford ^st, began 
by calling National Service a “ national curse.” 
Just ask the conscripts, the mothers and 
fathers, their teachers and employers, he said. 

“ It is utterly immoral to send conscripts 
to fight in colonial wars,” he continued, and 
asked Conference to imagine the feeling of 
the parents of lads in Cyprus, Kenya, Malaya 
and "Egypt. “ National vService is political 
dynamite,” he concluded, “ vote with your 
consciences against the National Executive.” 

Joy Lisbet, of Beckenham, did not think 
conscription could be ended at once, but said 
it was against our country’s traditions. 

Speaking for the Shop Workers, George 
Craddock, MP, Chairman of the No Con¬ 
scription Council, gave the result of the Coun¬ 
cil’s survey of employers and asked how we 
could demand young men should learn to fight 
when they did not have the vote. 

Winding up for “ the floor ” Mr. Stanley 
(Walsall South) referred to the disruption, loss 
to industry and waste of time caused by con¬ 
scription. 

But, he said, the real reason to oppose con¬ 
scription was that it was morally wrong. It 
is against all Christian and all Socialist prin¬ 
ciples. We must follow the road started by 
Keir Hardie, the road that leads to freedom. 

George Brinham, replying for the National 
Executive Committee, declared that he wanted 
conscription to go as quickly as possible, but 
time must be allowed so that Britain’s com¬ 
mitments to NATO would not be jeopardised 
by unpreparedness. 

He emphasised, however, the Executive’s 
desire to end conscription in a couple of 
years. Against this opposition, which must 
have attracted some waverers, the largest num¬ 
ber of votes since the war was recorded for 
the immediate abolition of conscription— 
1,582,000. The NEC received 5,217,000. 

It was significant that no one dared to talk 
of conscription being fair or just, or about 
cutting its length, as they have done in pre¬ 
vious years. 

COLONIAL AFFAIRS 

In the colonial debate Janie.s Johnson, MP, 
attacked the “ public schoolboys who govern 
colonies,” and John Boyd, of the AEU, 
opposed Tory policy in Cyprus. 

John Papworth (South Kensington) called 
for equality of justice in Kenya, and drew 
attention to Eileen Fletcher’s pamphlet. 

Although a demand to expel South Africa 


Miss Eileen Bailey (Croydon Borough 
Labour Party) criticised the Party for its weak 
policy in the past and called for an end to 
hypocrisy in colonial aljairs. 

The NEC opposed the motion and it was 
defeated . 

Miss Jennie I^e, MP, for Cannock, declared 
it was our job as Socialists not to have an 
Empire. The colonies contribute £700m. a 
year to our sterling balance, but we give them 
only £300m. in aid, she pointed out. “ It is 
going to be a great day when we keep our 
troopships at home and send the foodships 
all over the world,” she concluded. 

The white population’s reaction to all 
attempts to enforce equality was referred to 
by Fenner Brockway, MP. We had to enforce 
our views against them. 

Jim Griffiths, MP, closed the debate. He 
called only on EOKA to stop the fighting in 
Cyprus, welcomed Malta to Westminster and 
sent greetings to Ghana. He did not explain 
how these three were compatible. He closed 
by approving Fenner Brockway’s Bill to out¬ 
law the colour bar. 

SECRET SESSIONS 

During the week there were two secret 
sessions to deal with changes in the Party’s 
Constitution, and these revealed a great deal 
of unrest. 482,000, nearly half the Consti¬ 
tuency votes, were cast for a proposal to eli¬ 
minate the block vote entirely, and have all 
TU affiliations at local level! 

1,180,000 votes supported the reduction of 
the age limit to 15, in a vain attenmt to 
recruit more young people, and 1,6/7,000 
votes were cast in an effort to remove the 
anomally whereby trade union delegates to 
Party Conference need not even be full Party 
members. However the TU vote was still too 
much for these protests to be effective. 

The highest vote against the Executive was 
on an attempt to have policy discussed at the 
now-moribund Regional Conferences. 1,681,000 
votes supported this motion. 

The Co^nference closed at 1.25 p.m. on Fri¬ 
day with much talk about the Party’s new 
“ unity.” Frankly, this is illusory. 

Be van has returned to the Right-Wing fold, 
where he really belongs, and the leadership 
has moved a little to the Left. The individual 
members are in about the same position as 
they were when the Korean War began— 
opposed to the militaristic policy of Transport 
House, but unable to express themselves. 

The Labour leaders are preparing to take 
over the government again, but it would be a 
mistake to think that the jamboree at Black¬ 
pool indicates any hope of an early return to 
the policies of Keir Hardie ! 


He ended his address, says The Times with 
an appeal for “ unity in the free world,” the 
Master Cliche to accompany the Master Plan. 


LETTERS 

Welsh water and Arab Union 

TT is very easy for people like me to sit on 
^ the side line and shout, but I am seriously 
concerned to know why, in this week’s eight 
page issue of Peace News, over half a page 
is devoted to news of the Welsh Nationalist 
resistance to the Liverpool water scheme. 

I am as keen as anyone on the preservation 
of Welsh culture, but this resides in history, 
music, literature and the lives of the people 
and it is faithless to believe that it can be 
destroyed by any material act. 

Opposition to a useless army camp was a 
different matter, but a water scheme is a neces¬ 
sity. To go to war with Liverpool even by 
non-violent means is still to go to war and 
seems to me to have no place in pacifist 
philosophy. 

My own idea of a pacifist answer to Liver¬ 
pool would be something like this : “ It is bad 
enough having to live in Liverpool anyhow, 
and to have to do without an extra bath or 
cup of tea will make it worse, so we will 
sacrifice our valley to your need. 

“ We do this in the knowledge that if you 
don’t take our valley you will have to take 
someone else’s.” 

While congratulating you on what is pre¬ 
sumably an editorial scoop in getting the first 
print of the proposed constitution for Arab 
Union, I also fail to see why this and the 
accompanying news should occupy two pages 
of Peace News. 

A bigger nationalism will bring us no nearer 
to peace than several smaller ones, and a con¬ 
stitution which includes a politically appointed 
Supreme Court, compulso^ military service 
for all citizens and a provision that everyone 
must serve the flag does not seem to me to 
have any connection with pacifism. 

But perhaps Tve missed the point ? 

FRANK DAWTRY. 

Weybridge, Surrey. 

These were two news items on subjects about 
which many of our readers wish to be in¬ 
formed. Our publication of the proposed con¬ 
stitution for Arab Union does not imply en¬ 
dorsement of its provisions. We hope the 
material we have published will alert those 
readers able to influence affairs in the Middle 
East. Further comment on this letter appears 
in In Perspective on page two .— Ed. 


there will be precious little left of Britain to 
write history about. 


The leaders of the British Labour Parly 
have decided that we must stay in NATO. But 
isn’t Lord Montgomery NATO ? 


Don’t its high commanding officers think like 
him ? 


Montgomery’s speech ought to make British 
Labour think again. 


GANDHI 


• FROM 
PAGE FOUR 


Several times during these years of struggle 
he had fallen seriously ill. Many times he had 
been sent to jail. Many times he had fasted. 
But nothing had changed his determination to 
set India free. 


At the same time he had been continually 
teaching Indians of all communities to live 
together in peace and love. 


He had raised up great numbers of the poor 
Untouchables making them understand that 
they had every right to hold their heads up 
with dignity like other men. 


He forced Hindus to respect them and allow' 
them to enter the temples from which they 
had so long been shut out. 


He educated them, taught them handicrafts 
and proved that they were just as intelligent as 
other Indians. For this glorious work alone he 
deserves undying fame—but it was only one 
of the wonderful things he did for India. 


this land is chiefly a land of 
villages, he and his fellow workers 
taught the peasants how to make their villages 
into little earthly paradises. 

He wanted the villagers to be so content at 
home that they would no longer want to 
wander into the big cities to work in the 
factories and lose their health away from the 
green fields and pure country air. 

He wanted them to practise their lovely 
handicrafts that they had learned from their 
fathers and grandfathers, instead of learning 
how to work machines. 


He taught them to understand the beauty 
of hand-made cloth, pottery, furniture and 
even houses, and explained how these things 
could all be made by themselves, so that no 
one need be without them, however poor h» 
was. 

Next Week: The Shegaon Ashram. 
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years. Against this opposition, which must 
have attracted some waverers, the largest num¬ 
ber of votes since the war was recorded for 
the immediate abolition of conscription— 
1,582,000. The NEC received 5,217,000. 

It was significant that no one dared to talk 
of conscription being fair or just, or about 
cutting its length, as they have done in pre¬ 
vious years. 

COLONIAL AFFAIRS 

In the colonial debate Janies Johnson, MP, 
attacked the “ public schoolboys who govern 
colonies,” and John Boyd, of the AEU, 
opposed Tory policy in Cyprus. 

John Papworth (South Kensington) called 
for equality of justice in Kenya, and drew 
attention to Eileen Fletcher’s pamphlet. 

Although a demand to expel South Africa 


I he hignest vote against the tixecutive was 
on an attempt to have policy discussed at the 
now-moribund Regional Conferences. 1,681,000 
votes supported this motion. 

The Conference closed at 1.25 p.m. on Fri¬ 
day with much talk about the Party’s new 
“ unity.” Frankly, this is illusory. 

Be van has returned to the Right-Wing fold, 
where he really belongs, and the leadership 
has moved a little to the Left. The individual 
members are in about the same position as 
they were when the Korean War began— 
opposed to the militaristic policy of Transport 
Mouse, but unable to express themselves. 

The Labour leaders are preparing to take 
over the government again, but it would be a 
mistake to think that the jamboree at Black¬ 
pool indicates any hope of an early return to 
the policies of Keir Hardie ! 
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to peace than several smaller ones, and a con¬ 
stitution which includes a politically appointed 
Supreme Court, compulsory military service 
for all citizens and a provision that everyone 
must serve the flag does not seem to me to 
have any connection with pacifism. 

But perhaps I’ve missed the point ? 

FRANK DAWTRY. 

Weybridge, Surrey. 

These were two news items on subjects about 
yvhich many of our readers wish to be in¬ 
formed. Our publication of the proposed con¬ 
stitution for Arab Union does not imply en¬ 
dorsement of its provisions. We hope the 
material we have published will alert those 
readers able to influence affairs in the Middle 
East. Further comment on this letter appears 
in In Perspective on page two .— Ed. 


He wanted the villagers to be so content at 
home that they would no longer want to 
wander into the big cities to work in the 
factories and lose their health away from the 
green fields and pure country air. 

He wanted them to practise their lovely 
handicrafts that they had learned from their 
fathers and grandfathers, instead of learning 
how to work machines. 

He taught them to understand the beauty 
of hand-made cloth, pottery, furniture and 
even houses, and explained how these things 
could all be made by themselves, so that no 
one need be without them, however poor he 
was. 

Next Week: The Shegaon Ashram. 
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Red Lion Sq. Gene Sharp, M.A. Second in 
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Every wveeh I 

SATURDAYS 

LIVERPOOL ; 7.45 p.m.; Pier Head. Open- 
air mtg. Liverpool and District Peace Board. 

SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 

LONDON : Weekend Workcamps, cleaning 
and redecorating the homes of old-age pen¬ 
sioners. IVSP, 19 Pembridge Villas, W.ll. 

SUNDAYS 

HYDE PARK: 3 p.m.; Pacifist Youth 

Action Group. Every Sunday. PYAG. 

MONDAYS 

SHIPLEY: 7.15 p.m.; Shipley Group In 
new premises in Labour Party Rooms, West- 
gate. Shipley. 

TUESDAYS 

MANCHESTER : 1-2 p.m.; Deansgate Blitz 
Site. Christian pacifist open-air mtg. Local 
Methodist ministers and others. MPF. 

THURSDAYS 

LEYTONSTONE: 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho.. 
Bush Road. E.IO and E.ll Group. PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.1 : 1.15-1.45 p.m.; Church 
of St. George the Martyr. Queen St. Weekly 
lunch-hour Service of Intercession for World 
Peace. Conducted by Clergy and laymen of 
different denominations. 

LONDON.W.C.1 : 7.30 p.m.; Dick Shep¬ 
pard Ho.. 6 Endsleigh St. Paci^t Youth 
Action Group. 

No meeting C>ctober 25. 
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Monday morning. 
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Sunday, October 21 

LONDON. W.I.: 3.30 p.m.; King’s Weigh 
House Church. Binney St. (nr. Bond St. stn.). 
Pacifist Universalist Service. Discourse, Rev. 
E. F. Carrienter, M.A., Ph.D., “ Humility ”. 
PPU Religion Commission. 

Monday, October 22 

NORTH HARROW : 8 p.m.; 5 Cornwall 

Rd. (Tel.: Harrow 1655) Sybil Morrison, 
“ Any Questions.” PPU. 

WALSALL : 7.30 p.m.; YWCA (Opp. 

Public Library). Film : ” Children of Hiro¬ 
shima.” Followship of Reconciliation. 

Tuesday, October 23 

CANNOCK. STAFFS: 7.30 p.m.; Trinity 
Methodist Sch. Room, Walsall Rd. ” Children 
of Hiroshima.” Film. FoR. 

EAST SHEEN : 8 p.m.; Vernon Hall, 
Vernon Rd., Chester Mattin, “ The Theatre 
and Public Opinion.” Peace Pledge Union. 

Wednesday, October 24 

BIRMINGHAM : 8 p.m.; Public Hall, 
Dudley Park Rd., Acocks Green. “ Children 
of Hiroshima.” Film. Peace Pledge Union. 

KIDBROOKE: 8 p.m.; 141 Woolacombe 
Rd., Ronald Mai lone, BA, “ The Dick Shep¬ 
pard I Knew.” Illustrated by recording from 
film track and two other addresses by Dick 
Sheppard. Fellowship Party. 

HULL : 7.30 p.m.; Room 6, Co-op. In¬ 

stitute. Kingston Sq., Inaugural mtg. to form 
branch of Fellowship Party. 

Thursday, October 25 

HAMPSTEAD : 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho. 120 
Heath St. (upstairs in library), Devinder Das 
Chopra, an Indian member of IVSP. ” My 
experiences in International Work Camps.” 
PPU. 

HARBORNE. BIRMINGHAM : 8 p.m.; 

Baptist Hall, High St. ” Children of Hiro¬ 
shima.” Film. PPU and FoR. 

LEYTONSTONE : 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., 
Bush Rd. Group discussion. PPU. 


Friday, October 26 

BEU.INGHAM : 7.45 p.m.; 97 King 

Alfred Avenue. Alfred Farrant, ” Autumn 
Programme and pacifist political activity in 
the I^wisham constituencies.” Discussion 
Fellowship Party. 

KINGS HEATH, BIRMINGHAM : 8 p.m.; 
Ch. Hall. High St. ” CTilldren of Hiroshima.” 
Film. Peace Pledge Union. 

LONDON, W.C.l : 7 p.m.; Conway Hall, 
Red Lion Sq. Gene Sharp, ” The Social 
Philosophy and Political Strategy of M. K, 
Gandhi II.” The third of eight consecutive 
lectures on Non-Violence and Social Change. 
The Third Way and Pacifist Youth Action 
Group. 

Saturday, October 27 

LONDON, W.C.I.: 6-9 p.m.; Friends In¬ 
ternational Centre. 32 Tavistock Sq., Meeting 
of Area and Group representatives. PPU. 

Sunday, October 28 

LONDON, W.C.I.: 10 a.m.-12.30 p.m.; 

Friends International Centre, 32 Tavistock Sq. 
Meeting of Area and Group representatives. 
PPU. 

Monday, October 29 

WIMBLEDON : 8 p.m.; Broadway S.W.19. 
Inaugural mtg. Wimbledon and District group. 
I-aboiu Peace Fellowship. 

Tuesday, October 30 

LONDON, W.C.l : 7.30 p.m.; Dick Shep¬ 
pard Ho., 6 Endsleigh St., Repon of National 
Council mtg., etc. London Area PPLl. 

Thursday, November 1 

LONDON, W.C.l : 7.30 Dick Sheppard 

Ho., 6 Endsleigh St. Terence Cliivers, “Human 
Revolution.” Pacifist Youth Action Group. 

Saturday-Sunday, November 3-4 

BRIGHTON: 2.30 Sat. week-end school. 

Discussion on “ Collective Pacifism,” Douglas 
Clark, Allen Skinner. Chair Sybil Morrison. 
Sunday, 2.30: Stuart Morris, “ Cliristianity 
and Collective Pacifism.” Fee 10s. (3s. conf. 
only). Bookings to 33 (Tompton Rd., N.l, or 
78a Norman Rd.. St. Leonards-on-Sea, South 
Eastern and London Area PPU. 

Sunday, November 4 

BRIGHTON: 11 a.m.; Glenside Hotel, 

Grand Parade, S.E. Area mtg. PPU. 

Saturday-Sunday, November 10-11 

DERBYSHIRE : Third of a series of annual 
week-end confs. at Crich, nr. Matlock. “ Paci¬ 
fism in an Awakening World ”. Guest 
speaker : John Hoyland. Chair.: George 
Devereaux. Details: Margaret Forder, 42 
Swinegate, Grantham, Lines. PPU. 
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CHRISTMAS AT THE MOUNT? It Is 
hoped to arrange A Christmas House Party 
from Dec. 24 onwards at the FoR Conference 
Centre, The Mount, Haverhill, Suffolk. Pro¬ 
visional booking should be m^e, now, to the 
Warden. Confirmation dependent upon suf¬ 
ficient response by Nov. 15. Sleeping accom¬ 
modation in rooms containing from 5 to 8 
single beds, intMior sprung. 25s. a day. 
Two-thirds for children under 12. 

MANCHESTER AND DISTRICT COUNCIL 
FOR AFRICAN AFFAIRS—Kenya conference. 
International Qub, 64 George St. Saturday, 
October 20, 2.15-4 p.m., 6-8 p.m. Speakers : 
Eileen Fletcher, Peter Worsley. All welcome. 

ON LIVING WITH NUCLEAR ENERGY. 
D. G. Amott, Secretary Atomic Scientists 
Committee, A.Sk:.W. Speaks. Caxton Hall, 
Tuesday, October 30, 7.30 p.m.; Adm. Is. 
National Assembly of Women. VIC 3548. 


ACCOMMODATION 

HOMELY ACCOMMODATION and Jolly 
good food to visitors and permanent guests. 
CANonbury 1340, Telkea Shayler, 27 Hamilton 
Pk., N.5. 


EDUCATION 

SPEAKING AND WRITING lessons (cor¬ 
respondence, visit), 5s. Dorothy Matthews, 
BA, 32 Primrose Hill Rd., London, N.W.3. 
PRImrose 5686. 


FOR SALE 

EXTENSION LADDERS of superior quality, 
absolute satisfaction or cash returned. Write : 
Arthur Roberts, 12 Clare Rd., Cardiff. 

HOUSE, £700 or transferable mortgage. 
Bristol. Box. 708. 

WHAT ARE YOUR commercial and per¬ 
sonal stationery needs ? HOUSMANS 
STATIONERY DEPT, can deal with them. 

Plain postcards, 2s. lOd. per 100 ; white 
envelopes 6 x 3i in., 21s. per 1,000 box ; 

manilla, 14s. 6d. per 1,000 box ; white bank 
paper 10 x 8 in., 8s. 6d. per 500 sheets; 

newswrappers 10 x 5 in., 19s. per 1,000, 2s. 
3d. per 100 ; plain economy labels 4i x 33 in. 
14s. 6d. per 1,000, Is. 8d. per 100. All post 


free. Harley Bond Writing Pads, etc., from 
6d. each, postage extra. All profits to Peace 
News. Write or call. HOUSMANS 
STATIONERY DEPT., 3 Blackstock Rd.. 
London, N.4. 


LITERATURE 

BOOKS OF EVERY DESCRIFDON are 
available from Housmans Bookshop. Profits 
3n sales help Peace News, Why not order all 
your books from Housmans, 3 Blackstock Rd. 
London, N.4 ? 

QUAKERISM. Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the Reli¬ 
gious Society of Friends, free on application 
to the Friends’ Home Service CY)mmittee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London. 

TOTAL PEACE and current Labour Peace 
Leader, price 6d., post free from the Secretary, 
L.P.F., Terence Comerford, 46 Robin Hood 
Way. Greenford, Mddx. 


PERSONAL 

ADVERTISER would like to hear from 
schools and youth organisations wishing to 
exchange letters with similar organisations in 
the U.S.S.R. Box 715. 

WAR RESISTERS’ International welcomes 
gifts of foreign stamps and undamaged air 
mail covers. Please send to WRI, Lansbury 
House. 88 Park Ave.. Enfield, Middlesex. 

WE CAN HELP YOU. Use these columns 
to advertise your services, sell your products 
and seek your needs. Write to the Advertise¬ 
ment Manager, Peace News. 3 Black.stock 
Rd., London, N.4. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 

THE CENTRAL BOARD FOR CON¬ 
SCIENTIOUS OBJECrrORS invites applica¬ 
tions for the Secretaryship. They should be 
addressed to the Chairman of the Executive 
Committee, 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.l. 

PEACE NEWS OFFICE IS OPEN up to 
9 p.m. every Wednesday evening for the sale 
of books and stationery, and for voluntary help 
with the despatch of Peace News. Visitors 
welcomed. 3 Blackstock Rd. (above Fish and 
Cook, stationers), Finsbury Park (near sta.) N 4 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 

DOCTOR DESIRES assistantship, available 
November, married. Clay, Newsham, Rich¬ 
mond, Yorks, 

MABEL EYLES Duplicating Service, 395 
Hornsey Road, N.19. (ARC. 1765). 


HOLIDAYS 

ILKLA MOOR BAHT AT. Holidays with 
a pacifist atmosphere. Wonderful scenery 
wonderful air, good food. On the very edge 
of the moor. Write: Hollybrook Guest House 
Queens Rd., Ilkley, Yorks. 
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K From page one 

ISRAEL AND JORDAN 


Jordan, where the first free general elections 
are due to take place next Sunday. 

But the Anglo-Israeli intrigues have failed 
due to lack of foresight. Israel forgot that anti- 
Nasserism for Britain meant pro-Iraqism. And 
Britain forgot that for the Jordanians, anti- 
Nasserism hardly meant pro- Iraqism. 

Tlie result has been that on the one hand 
Anglo-Israeli relations have been strained 
and on the other that the British policy of 
getting the Iraqi troops inside Jordan has 
not succeeded. 

From what has been happening at the 
Israeli-Jordan frontier, one conclusion is in¬ 
escapable : neither the Jordanians nor the 
Israelis want a full scale war, and neither the 
Arab states nor the Jewish state is in a mood 
to negotiate peace. 

There seems to be a brutal and a most in¬ 
human silent agreement between the two sides : 
you blow up a dozen of our people every 
week, we shall blow up two dozen of yours 
every two weeks. The brink of war is always 
there in actions, just as the brink is always 
omnipresent in conversations. 

And when some day, at sorne place on the 
frontier some one gets a little frightened, 
a little nervous, or a little trigger happy, the 
Middle Eastern situation may explode. Such 
a war would come even though neither side 
wants it. 

“ Ben Gurion is old. He is frightened and 
nervous. He might any day launch a war 
against us.” This is how the Jordanian Chief 
of Staff, General Ali Abou Nuwar described 
Israel’s Prime Minister to me. 

To those who may consider these remarks 
uncharitable and repulsive, one may only point 
out that it is Ben Gurion who in Israeli 
politics is the arch champion of the concept of 
massive retaliation. 

Sharrett forced out 

The Arab leaders distrust him. Said Afflak, 
the Secretary General of Syria’s Bath Socialist 
Party, “ Though there is not much choice 
between the two, yet Sharett is much prefer¬ 
able to Ben Gurion. Sharett is an Asian and 
he understands the Amb mind much better 
than Ben Gurion does.” 

Liberals all the world over have regretted 
Sharett’s resignation from Israel’s Foreign 
Ministry. 

He was forced to resign by Ben Gurion. 
Though ‘^personal incompatability’’ was des¬ 
cribed to me as the reason for Sha^ett’s 
resignation, by one of his closest friends, 
it is a known fact that this incompatibility 
extended to the question of ma.ssive retalia¬ 
tions. 

With Sharett out of the government, Israel 


regrettably say, are more reactionary than 
the domestic policies of some of the most 
despotic Arab countries. 

What was needed as a corrective was an 
effective political opposition to the Ben 
Gurion Government. But by joining the 
government, Achdut Havodah and Mapam 
have wiped out serious political opposition. 

From the Centre to the Left, every political 
leader now toes the Ben Gurion line. Every 
political leader that I met tried to convince 
me that Israel needed peace. 

But such assertions are not borne out by 
concrete actions. A policy of peace cannot 
go hand in hand with a philosophy of mas¬ 
sive retaliation. 

With a woman’s charm and an American 
teacher’s eloquence, the Foreign Minister, Mrs. 
Golda Meir, tried to impress upon me the 
sincere desire of the Israeli government to 
have peace on her borders. 

Socialist betrayal 

But when I pleaded to her to re-examine the 
concept of massive retaliation, she rather 
angrily replied : “ We can not let these border 
raids pass by. We have to convince our people 
that the government is not sitting idly by.” 

I could understand Mrs. Meir’s concern but 
what I could not understand was how the 
Jewish people, the people who have suffered 
most in recent history, could accept the 
doctrine of massive retaliation, so alien to their 
way of life. 

And when Kesse, until recently the Sec¬ 
retary General of Mapai, and one of the most 
lovable persons I have met in Israel, after 
casually mentioning to me that Israel could 
drive the Jordanians to the Western Bank of 
the River Jordan within 36 hours, said in a 
most persuasive tone that Israel did not have 
any aggressive intentions and no pro-Western 
policies, I was not impressed. 

What is most deplorable and regrettable is 
the silence of the political Left of Israel. 

They have betrayed the international 
socialist ethics that enjoins upon men to 
respect human life by giving half-silent 
consent to Ben Gurion’s actions. Their 
silence cannot be condoned. 

Much was expected from Achdut Havodah. 
Its leaders, Israel Galilee, Yigal Aalon and 
Elizier Halevy are big men with bigger ideals. 
And quite contrary to their programme, which 
calls for a rapproachment between the leftists 
of Israel and the Arab countries, they have 
advocated that all the military posts on the 
Jordanian frontier should be captured or 
destroyed by the Israeli forces. 

In risking a war with the Arabs they, there- 


SORRY-NO PEACE! 

Through all these negotiations peace has been our aim, but not peace at any 
price. In dealing with a dictatorship peace at any price means to increase step by 
step the dangers of universal war . . . we have refused to say that in no circumstances 
would we ever use force. No responsible Government could ever give such a pledge. 


JT must be very seldom that a British 
Prime Minister, summing up at the 
end of his Party’s annual conference, has 
rolled so many platitudes and out-worn 
cliches off his tongue, as Sir Anthony 
Eden achieved at Llandudno last Satur¬ 
day. 

That his flat and hackneyed words evoked 
an ovation from his audience can only be 
attributed to the emotional background of 
the conference’s last day, and to the unfor¬ 
tunate fact that he was saying what they wan¬ 
ted to hear. 

This seems to imply that they, as well as 
he, are living not in this era of nuclear- 
weapon warfare, but in a past age, an age of 
“ drawn swords,” “ backs to the wall,” “ my 
country right or wrong,” and “ Britannia rules 
the waves ” ; an age when a few so-called 
“ local wars ’ were part of British Imperialist 
policy. 

When wSir Anthony says “ Peace has been 
our aim,” he does not explain what he means 
by peace. It would seem, in view of the 
events since Nasser nationalised the Suez Canal 
Company, that he cannot mean “ no war.” 

His whole attitude, and his spoken words, 
before the decision to go to the United 
Nations, were indicative of his belief that 
the proper answer to Nasser was to fight him. 

It is not usual for elaborate troop move¬ 
ments, the sailing of aircraft carriers manned 
with paratroops, and the call-up of reservists 
to be considered synonymous with an aim 
of peace. To the ordinary person, and cer¬ 
tainly to the country tlireatened with these 
moves, the aim might well appear to be war. 

Within this context the statement that 
“ peace has been our aim ” is meaningless. 

But to have followed those empty words 
with that sickening piece of clap-trap, “ but 
not peace at any price,” is so utterly unin¬ 
spired that it is surprising it raised even one 
cheer. 

★ 

Most people nowadays would be prepared 
to pay a high price, very high indeed, for the 
chance to live unthreatened by the horror and 
disaster of another war. 

Even if Sir Anthony is thinking in terms 
only of a “ local ” war, designed to get rid 
of Nasser ; even if, by some miracle (and it 
would be in the nature of a miracle), such 
a war should spread no further than the Canal 


—Sir Anthony Eden, October 13, 1956. 

For it is not the willingness to pay the price 
of peace that will increase that danger, but 
the belief expressed by Sir Anthony, and so 
often disproved, that peace can be secured 
through “ wars and rumours of wars.” 

Peace will not be secured without paying 
some price for it; the price of war however 
costly and heavy, however willingly paid, will 
not achieve it; negotiations lacking the essen¬ 
tial will to find agreement will not achieve 
it; the blank refusal to make any concession 
will not achieve it. 

Had there been any kind of inspired leader¬ 
ship Britain could have given a great moral 
lead towards making that much-misued word, 
peace, into a living reality. 

The cost of aid to the poverty-stricken 
millions of Egypt might be heavy, but coupled 
with an admission of regret for our mistaken, 
if not nefarious, policies in the Middle East, 
would surely go a long way toward the ulti¬ 
mate aim of a world at peace. 

That aim can never be achieved until 
nations abandon their reliance upon war as 
a last resort; it is perhaps just another 
cliche to say that peace is indivisible, but it 
is nevertheless true that peace will only be 
possible when it has become an integral part 
of a society that has renounced war. 


Copperbelt 

Incidentally, it was noticeable that this ban 
was lifted following a couple of acid leader 
articles in a lively Northern Rhodesian news¬ 
paper. 

As I see it in this whirlpool of racial con¬ 
flict, the main steps that will ensure justice 
and avert possible bloodshed in the future are 
tliese : 

Immediate legislation against racial discrimi¬ 
nation. Encouragement for the creation of an 
African middle-class. 

In other words, the realisation by Europeans 
that tile black African is a human being—and 
a very likeable one at that. 


@ The London and S.E. Area PPU joint 
Weekend School will be held at the Friends 
House, Ship Street, Brighton, on November 
3 and 4. 

® Saturday’s discussion which begins at 2.30 
will be led by Douglas Clark and Allen Skin¬ 
ner—the subject “ Collective Pacifism.” 
Sunday^ 2.30 p.m. Stuart Morris v/ill soeak 












a war would come even though neither side 
wants it. 

“ Ben Gurion is old. He is frightened and 
nervous. He might any day launch a war 
against us.” This is how the Jordanian Chief 
of Staff, General Ali Abou Nuwar described 
Israel’s Prime Minister to me. 

To those who may consider these remarks 
uncharitable and repulsive, one may only point 
out that it is Ben Gurion who in Israeli 
politics is the arch champion of the concept of 
massive retaliation. 

Sharrett forced out 

The Arab leaders distrust him. Said Afflak, 
the Secretary General of Syria’s Bath Socialist 
Party, “Though there is not much choice 
between the two, yet Sharett is much prefer¬ 
able to Ben Gurion. Sharett is an Asian and 
he understands the Arab mind much better 
than Ben Gurion does.” 

Liberals all the world over have regretted 
Sharett’s resignation from Israel’s Foreign 
Ministry. 

He was forced to resign by Ben Gurion. 
Though ‘^personal incompatability” was des¬ 
cribed to me as the reason for Shareett’s 
resignation, by one of his closest friends, 
it is a known fact that this incompatibility 
extended to the question of ma.ssive retalia¬ 
tions. 

With Sharett out of the government, Israel 
has accepted the concept of massive retalia¬ 
tion as the guiding principle of her policy 
towards the Arab states. 

The recurrence of the border troubles has 
its own reasons. Raids by the infiltrators from 
the Arab side have increased because the Suez 
dispute has inflamed Arab public opinion, and 
the Arab refugees from Palestine who believe 
Israel to be a creation of the West consider 
such raids as a manifestation of their new 
nationalist spirit. 

On the Israeli side, the Zionists feel a little 
more comfortable now that the West has 
decided to supply arms and jet planes to Israel 
through the agency of the Canadian Govern¬ 
ment. 

British intrigues 

And since it was well known that these arms 
and planes have come to Israel because of the 
West’s embroilment with the Arabs over the 
Suez dispute, the diehards wanted to present 
the raids as a “ thank you ” note to the 
imperialist Powers. 

Recent events have made it clear that 
through the raids Britain saw an opportunity 
to regain its lost ground inside Jordan. 
Britain has failed and Israel has sinned with¬ 
out profit. No wonder Israel feels disgusted. 
A visitor to Israel is always deeply im¬ 
pressed by the somewhat socialist and the 
democratic settlement that Jewish labour and 
Western capital have built. 

The impression is most profound on those 
who are seeking an alternative to Communism 
and Parliamentry Socialism, both of which in 
varying degrees have failed. 

In these settlements, the visitor detects a 
new socio-economic system as well as a process 
through which Western capital may go to the 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ v-k fl rv^ t*i o 1 frkr*nnc 


I could understand Mrs. Meir’s concern but 
what I could not understand was how the 
Jewish people, the people who have suffered 
most in recent history, could accept the 
doctrine of massive retaliation, so alien to their 
way of life. 

And when Kesse, until recently the Sec¬ 
retary General of Mapai, and one of the most 
lovable persons I have met in Israel, after 
casually mentioning to me that Israel could 
drive the Jordanians to the Western Bank of 
the River Jordan within 36 hours, said in a 
most persuasive tone that Israel did not have 
any aggressive intentions and no pro-Western 
policies, I was not impressed. 

What is most deplorable and regrettable is 
the silence of the political Left of Israel. 

They have betrayed fhe international 
socialist ethics that enjoins upon men to 
respect human life by giving half-silent 
consent to Ben Gurion’s actions. Their 
silence cannot be condoned. 

Much was expected from Achdut Havodah. 
Its leaders, Israel Galilee, Yigal Aalon and 
Elizier Halevy are big men with bigger ideals. 
And quite contrary to their programme, which 
calls for a rapproachment between the leftists 
of Israel and the Arab countries, they have 
advocated that all the military posts on the 
Jordanian frontier should be captured or 
destroyed by the Israeli forces. 

In risking a war with the Arabs they, there¬ 
fore, seem to be more adventurous than the 
rather conservative Mapai. 

Arab attacks 

What Mrs. Meir said in a few w'ords, the 
leaders of the fellow-travelling Mapam said in 
long conversations. Yacob Chazan, Mapam’s 
No. 2 man in the party hierarchy, was perhaps 
the ablest person I met on my recent trips 
to Israel. 

His party is keenly aware of the discrimina¬ 
tions practised against the Arabs inside Israel 
and recently he was instrumental in organising 
a joint Arab-Jewish Conference to seek ways 
to improve the lot of the Arabs. 

But on the concept of massive retaliation 
he only repeated the point of view held by 
the leaders of Mapai, “ If we do not re¬ 
taliate,” he argued, “ then the leaders of the 
Right—Menheim Began and his Herut Party— 
will capture power and thus the cause of 
socialism would be lost.” 

It was strange logic indeed and it reminded 
me of what Francois Mauriac is reported to 
have said, “ Today we know it is the socialist 
government that does the dirty work of a 
kind that would not be tolerated if a Right 
Wing government attempted it.” 

This criticism of Israel, and the bank¬ 
ruptcy of Israeli socialism docs not mean 
that the actions of the Arab infiltrators who 
have been guilty of murdering innocent 
Israeli citizens are either to be overlooked 
or condoned. 

But one does expect something better from 
Israel because in the first place Israel is a 
country of a suffering people and secondly it 
is a state which is partly socialist and is 
pledged to the democratic and humanitarian 
ideals. 

Steps to peace 


wnen ;:Mr Antnony says reacc nas ocen 
our aim,” he does not explain what he means 
by peace. It would seem, in view of the 
events since Nasser nationalised the Suez Canal 
Company, that he cannot mean “ no war.” 

His whole attitude, and his spoken words, 
before the decision to go to the United 
Nations, were indicative of his belief that 
the proper answer to Nasser was to fight him. 

It is not usual for elaborate troop move¬ 
ments, the sailing of aircraft carriers manned 
with paratroops, and the call-up of reservists 
to be eonsidered synonymous with an aim 
of peace. To the ordinary person, and cer¬ 
tainly to the country tlireatened with these 
moves, the aim might well appear to be war. 

Within this eontext the statement that 
“ peace has been our aim ” is meaningless. 

But to have followed those empty words 
with that sickening piece of clap-trap, “ but 
not peace at any price,” is so utterly unin¬ 
spired that it is surprising it raised even one 
eheer. 

★ 

Most people nowadays would be prepared 
to pay a high price, very high indeed, for the 
chance to live unthreatened by the horror and 
disaster of another war. 

Even if Sir Anthony is thinking in terms 
only of a “ local ” war, designed to get rid 
of Nasser ; even if, by some miraele (and it 
would be in the nature of a miracle), such 
a war should spread no further than the Canal 
Zone, it would still be a war in which passions 
would be roused, and retaliation inevitable; 
in which people would kill and be killed ; 
in which human beings would be maimed and 
burned and blinded. 

It is a heavy price indeed for those who 
pay in that coin, especially if, in the end, 
there is no peace, but only the ground, well 
and truly prepared, for the third world war. 


PEACE IS POSSIBLE 

From Derek Walker 

“ must pt rid of the fallacy that there 

” ^ is nothing which ordinary people can 
do to change the direction of world affairs,” 
said Dr. Donald Soper in London last Sunday. 

He was preaching on “ The World Can Live 
in Peace—If Ordinary People Really Want 
it ”, the first in a series of five sermons on the 
subject of peace. 

Dr. Soper pointed out that the old argu¬ 
ments that there were historic, moral or 
economic laws which made the recurrence of 
war inevitable had now been exploded. People 
were sceptical today only because they could 
not believe human nature would be able to 
meet the demands of peace. Since the prob¬ 
lem of war and peace was essentially a prob¬ 
lem of human nature, it was one that could 
best be solved by religion—the Christian 
religion. 

IF PEOPLE REFUSED 

It was not enough to wish for peace. Dr. 
Soper continued; we must be prepared to 
make sacrifices to achieve it. We must also 
acquire a sense of urgency, for we might have 
less time than we thought. At any moment 
the tension on the borders of Israel, or the 
ugly situation in Hong Kong, or some other 
trouble snot, micht become the Saraievo which 


a last resort; it is perhaps pst another 
cliche to say that peace is indivisible, but it 
is nevertheless true that peace will only be 
possible when it has become an integral part 
of a society that has renounced war. 


Coppcrb^lt PAGE^'^vo 

Incidentally, it was noticeable that this ban 
was lifted following a couple of acid leader 
articles in a lively Northern Rhodesian news¬ 
paper. 

As I see it in this whirlpool of racial con¬ 
flict, the main steps that will ensure justice 
and avert possible bloodshed in the future are 
tliese : 

Immediate legislation against racial discrimi¬ 
nation. Encouragement for the creation of an 
African middle-class. 

In other words, the realisation by Europeans 
that tile black African is a human being—and 
a very likeable one at that. 


@ The London and S.E. Area PPU Joint 
Weekend School will be held at the Friends 
House, Ship Street, Brighton, on November 
3 and 4. 

® Saturday s discussion which begins at 2.30 
will be led by Douglas Clark and Allen Skin¬ 
ner—the subject “ Collective Pacifism.” 
Sunday^ 2.30 p.m. Stuart Morris v/ill speak 
on Christianity and Collective Pacifism.” 
The Chairman is Sybil Morrison. 

^ Cost for acco-nrnodation and conference 
fee is 10s., conference fee only 3.s. Bookings 
should be made to S. Bfilson, 33 Compton 
Road, N.l, or to Frances Morgan, 78a Norman 
IRoad, St. Leonards-on-Sea, Sussex. 

0 Bookings should be made as soon as pos¬ 
sible as numbers are limited. 
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IN PEACE 

A series of five sermons examining 
the spiritual and practical issues of 
peace will be preached by 
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at KINGSWAY HALL on 
Sunday evenings at 6.30 




















lion as me ^uiamK pniiciinc oi ncr 
towards the Arab states. 

The recurrence of the border troubles has 
its own reasons. Raids by the infiltrators from 
the Arab side have increased because the Suez 
dispute has inflamed Arab public opinion, and 
the Arab refugees from Palestine who believe 
Israel to be a creation of the West consider 
such raids as a manifestation of their new 
nationalist spirit. 

On the Israeli side, the Zionists feel a little 
more comfortable now that the West has 
decided to supply arms and jet planes to Israel 
through the agency of the Canadian Govern¬ 
ment. 

British intrigues 

And since it was well known that these arms 
and planes have come to Israel because of the 
West’s embroilment with the Arabs over the 
Suez dispute, the diehards wanted to present 
the raids as a “ thank you ” note to the 
imperialist Powers. 

Recent events have made it clear that 
through the raids Britain saw an opportunity 
to regain its lost ground inside Jordan. 
Britain has failed and Israel has sinned with¬ 
out profit. No wonder Israel feels disgusted. 
A visitor to Israel is always deeply im¬ 
pressed by the somewhat socialist and the 
democratic settlement that Jewish labour and 
Western capital have built. 

The impression is most profound on those 
who are seeking an alternative to Communism 
and Parliamentry Socialism, both of which in 
varying degrees have failed. 

In these settlements, the visitor detects a 
new socio-economic system as well as a process 
through which Western capital may go to the 
underdeveloped areas on non-imperial terms. 

But Israel’s foreign policies, I must most 
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Arab attacks 

What Mrs. Meir said in a few words, the 
leaders of the fellow-travelling Mapam said in 
long conversations. Yacob Chazan, Mapam’s 
No. 2 man in the party hierarchy, was perhaps 
the ablest person I met on my recent trips 
to Israel. 

His party is keenly aware of the discrimina¬ 
tions practised against the Arabs inside Israel 
and recently he was instrumental in organising 
a joint Arab-Jewish Conference to seek ways 
to improve the lot of the Arabs. 

But on the concept of massive retaliation 
he only repeated the point of view held by 
the leaders of Mapai. “ If we do not re¬ 
taliate,” he argued, “ then the leaders of the 
Right—Menheim Began and his Herut Party— 
will capture power and thus the cause of 
socialism would be lost.” 

It was strange logic indeed and it reminded 
me of what Francois Mauriac is reported to 
have said, “ Today we know it is the socialist 
government that does the dirty work of a 
kind that would not be tolerated if a Right 
Wing government attempted it.” 

This criticism of Israel, and the bank¬ 
ruptcy of Israeli socialism does not mean 
that the actions of the Arab infiltrators who 
have been guilty of murdering innocent 
Israeli citizens are either to be overlooked 
or condoned. 

But one does expect something better from 
Israel because in the first place Israel is a 
country of a suffering people and secondly it 
is a state which is partly socialist and is 
pledged to the democratic and humanitarian 
ideals. 

Steps to peace 

The intensity of Israeli retaliation has been 
completely out of proportion to the Arab 
provocation. There may not be any qualitative 
difference between the actions of the infiltrators 
and the Israeli forces but there certainly is a 
substantial quantitative difference. 

And the UN Secretary General is more than 
right in considering these retaliatory raids as 
individual actions and as breaches of the Truce 
Agreements. 

Israel and her leaders must cultivate restraint 
just as the Arab refugees must develop patience 
through their suffering. Israel should also 
realise that the presence of about a million 
refugees on its frontiers gives more than a 
million reasons to the Arabs to get angry at 
Israel. 

Israel must take a lead in creating an 
atmosphere of mutual trust and peace, for only 
in such an atmosphere can negotiations for 
peace take place with possibilities for a 
solution. 

Similarly, Ben Gurion should be prepared to 
receive a large number of Israeli Arab refugees 
back into Israel. 

Lovers of democracy and justice can hardly 
deny the right of the refugees to get back 
home, and more so to Israel. If the Jews of 
the diaspora (dispersion) after centuries of 
absence from their homeland, can lay a claim 
to get back to Palestine, why not the Arab 
refugees who have been; away less than a 
decade ? 


in which people would kill and be killed ; 
in which human beings would be maimed and 
burned and blinded. 

It is a heavy price indeed for those who 
pay in that coin, especially if, in the end, 
there is no peace, but only the ground, well 
and truly prepared, for the third world war. 


PEACE IS POSSIBLE 

From Derek Walker 

‘‘ set rid of the fallacy that there 

is nothing which ordinary people can 
do to change the direction of world affairs,” 
said Dr. Donald Soper in London last Sunday. 

He was preaching on “ The World Can Live 
in^^ Peace—If Ordinary People Really Want 
it ”, the first in a series of five sermons on the 
subject of peace. 

Dr. Soper pointed out that the old argu¬ 
ments that there were historic, moral or 
economic laws which made the recurrence of 
war inevitable had now been exploded. People 
were sceptical today only because they could 
not believe human nature would be able to 
meet the demands of peace. Since the prob¬ 
lem of war and peace was essentially a prob¬ 
lem of human nature, it was one that could 
best be solved by religion—the Christian 
religion. 

IF PEOPLE REFUSED 

It was not enough to wish for peace. Dr. 
Soper continued; we must be prepared to 
make sacrifices to achieve it. We must also 
acquire a sense of urgency, for we might have 
less time than we thought. At any moment 
the tension on the borders of Israel, or the 
ugly situation in Hong Kong, or some other 
trouble spot, might become the Sarajevo which 
would lead to catastrophe. 

The task of preventing this lay in the 
hands of people like ourselves. ‘‘If, for a 
sufficiently high motive, ordinary people 
refused to fight, there would be no more 
war.” 


The Chairmsn is Sybil ^forr^son. 

^ Cost for accommodation and conference 
fee is 10s., conference fee only 3s. Bookings 
should be made to S. Biilson, 33 Compton 
Road, N.l, or to Frances Morgan, 783 Norman 
Road, St. Leonards-on-Sea, Sussex. 

® Bookings should be made as soon as pos¬ 
sible as numbers are limited. 
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The World Can Live in Peace —IF 
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Christmas Cards 


Original g Colourful | Appropriate 

1. Before the Town—for 

2. Around the Crib 

3. Mary and Child 
5. Flight Into Egypt 

Sample sets of EIGHT Cards 3/- S Order How! 

Cards Nos. 4 and 7 not included in sample sets 


4. Welsh Card—design as No. 3 (in Welsh only).. 

7. International Welsh Card—as No. 6 with Welsh greeting added ... 4^d. 

THE FELLOV/SHIP OF RECONCILIATION, 29 GREAT JAMES STREET, LONDON, W.CT 



children ... 2\d. 6. International Card (in five languages) 4id. 

. 2d. 8. Music Card gd. 

. 4d. 9. Harbour by Night . Sd. 

. 4id. 10. Church by Night (pluotee^ph) ... 6d. 

(all cards supplied with envelopes) 



































